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UNION LEADER, Manchester, NH - March 8, 2001 


WHAT’S UP! 



FI)*!* saucers and unexplained aircraft will be among the topics discussed this weekend at the Ozark UFO 
Conference in Eureka Sprir^. 


You saw it 

Believers, 
experts and the 
curious gather in 
Eureka Springs 
for the annual 
UFO Confereoce. 

BY SANDRA COX 

ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

EUREKA SPRINGS — They all want to believe. 

Or, at least, try to figure things out. 

This weekend, anywhere from 350 to 500 people 
— some from out of the country — will gather in 
Eureka Springs to discuss what they Ve seen, expe¬ 
rienced or are just curious about yet don't under¬ 
stand at the annual Ozark UFO Conference. It could 
be crop circles, mysterious lights in the sky or, in 
extreme-case scenarios, abductions. In short, if it 
can't be explained, maybe some answers will come 
about at this weekend’s meeting. 

“Probably the majority of people who come, 
either they just have a simple intellectual curiosity 
on the subject or they've had some kind of experi¬ 
ence, sighting or whatever," says Lucius Parish, 
conference organizer. 

As is customary with the gathering, there is no 
prevalent theme. 

“I don’t think we have anything that anyone is 
going to concentrate on,” he says. “It’s just kind of 
an overview of all the evidence.” 

There will be a number of speakers, including 
the following nine: 

■ Timothy Good, author of Above Top Secret and 
Alien Base. He will discuss cases of UFO sightings 
and extraterrestrial contacts. 

B Linda Moulton Howe, documentary producer, 
radio science reporter and author of several books, 
including Mysterious Lights and Crop Circles. 

B Antonio Huneeus, science journalist and colum¬ 
nist for Fate Magazine, who will offer a report of 
recent UFO> events from aroujod the world. 

B John Schroeder, a UFO researcher from St. 


too, right? 

Spicial event 

(hull UFO (onfmnct 

1 p.m. today-noon Sunday, Victoria Inn, 4028 E. 
Van Buren St., Eureka Springs 
Adn dtri on: $40, though special prices will be 
arranged for those participating for a limited time 
(501) isTnss 

Louis, who will recount personal experiences with 
UFOs dating back to childhood. 

■ Graham Sheppard, retired British Airways pilot, 
who will give details of personal experiences while 
flying over Puerto Rico as well as information on 
UFO sightings and contacts. 

■ William Sherwood, retired from Kodak, will ana¬ 
lyze UFO photos and nims and examine sacred 
texts and UFOs. 

■ Jim Sparks, who will discuss abduction experi¬ 
ences and learning techniques used by extraterres¬ 
trials. 

■ Wendelle Stevens, a UFO investigator, will 
examine abduction cases and contacts that are rarely 
publicized. 

■ Nancy Talbott, associate of W.C. Levengood (a 
plant biophysicist noted for his crop circle studies), 
will speak about the importance of continuing the 
search for hard, physical evidence from crop circle 
and animal mutilation sites. 

In Arkansas, Farish says, there’s been a recent 
report of a triangular aircraft hovering over the Buf¬ 
falo River and then taking off, out of sight — simi¬ 
tar to other reported incidents from all over the 
world during the past 1S years. He says one expla¬ 
nation is that it is experimental aircraft kept secret 
by the government. 

“But I can’t see when the government has thou¬ 
sands, or millions, of acres of test area why they 
would be flying these things up in the Ozarks at 
treetop level in the middle of the night,’’ he says. “It 
doesn’t make a lot of sense to me.” 

The conference was originally scheduled for the 
Best Western Inn of the Ozarks convention center, 
but a fire in February has caused the event to be 
moved to the Victoria Inn. Hotel rooms at the Best 
Western Inn were not affected by the fire, and a 
shuttle bus will transport attendees back and forth, 
Farish says. 

As for public opinion, Farish says he understsinds 
that there are some people who may think the con¬ 
ference attendees are “nuts.” He doesn’t let them get 
to him. 

“We try to maintain a sense of humor about it,” 
he says. “We put a sign on the registration desk 
[stating] that all government agencies must regis¬ 
ter.” 


Photo may show 
clip of alien ship 


■ A Windham 
entrepreneur is making 
the most of his 
grandfather’s UFO 
sighting. 

By JANINE GILBERTSON 

Union Leader Correspondent 

WINDHAM — When his grand¬ 
father died in 1988, Claude Rien- 
deau of Windham inherited 
something out of this world. 

Wilfred Stringer bequeathed 
Riendeau his 1977 photograph of 
what he believed was a spaceship 
he captured on film near his 
hometown, the small Canadian 
town of Chartierville, just across 
the border from Pittsburg. 

Riendeau, who copyrighted the 
photo, reeently launch^ a Web 


Riendeau said it is not consid¬ 
ered unusual to have such an en¬ 
counter in that area. 

“My cousins and I used to see 
things up there all the time,” he 
said. “People all over Charter- 
ville claim to have seen UFOs.” 

When the picture was left to 
him, Riendeau knew he had to do 
something with it. 

“I decided that if it was a good 
picture, I would start the copy¬ 
right and trademark process and 
do something with the picture,” 
he said. 

He took the photograph to a 
1996 Mutual UFO Network gath¬ 
ering in Portsmouth to hear what 
the experts had to say about the 
authenticity of the image. 

Riendeau said Dr. Richard 
Haines of NASA’s Ames Re¬ 
search Center called it “a very in¬ 
teresting photo.” UFO expert 


site to sell T-shirts, posters and 
postcards bearing the extraterres¬ 
trial image. 

“The orders are coming in,” 
Riendeau said. “We’ve had orders 
from Canada, Mexico and as far 
away as Russia. We also got an 
order request from the UIX) Mu¬ 
seum in Roswell, New Mexico.” 

According to Riendeau, his 
grandfather was driving near 
ChartierviUe’s famed “Mimetic 
Hill” one September evening 
when he heard a heavy wind 
blowing. He then claims to have 
seen a glowing half-orb descend 
silently and land a few hundred 
yards in front of him. Stringer 
had his camera in the car and 
snapped a picture. 


Stanton Friedman, a UFO re¬ 
searcher for more than 20 years, 
also examined the picture. Rien¬ 
deau said that Friedman called it 
“a great photo.” 

Another noted UFO researcher, 
Antonio Huewnes, told Riendeau 
he thought it was probably one of 
the finest examples he’s ever 
seen of a UFO photo. While at the 
gathering, Riendeau also made 
contact with the inspiration for 
the movie “Fire in the Sky,” Tra¬ 
vis Walton. 

Riendeau took his faded photo¬ 
graph to a Boston graphics firm 
so the image could be enhanced 
and made into a four-color pro¬ 
cess that could be printed on T- 
shirts. 

Riendeau said the company 
tried to retain rights to the image 
that they produced from the orig¬ 
inal photo. 


ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE, 
Little Rock, AR - April 1, 2001 

Way out there: The Sci Fi Chan¬ 
nel is phoning home to Steven 
Spielberg for a new miniseries 
about alien kidnappers. (And no, 
this is not an April Fools’ joke.) 

Spielberg, director of space-vis¬ 
itor blockbusters E.T. the ExtrorTer- 
restrial and Close Encounters of the 
Third Kind, plans to produce a 20- 
hour program about three fiction¬ 
al families who experience alien 
abductions, according to The Holly¬ 
wood Rerpcnter. 

Tentatively titled Taken, the 
show is to premiere next year in 10 
two-hour instailments, says Bonnie 
Hammer, executive vice president 
and general manager of the Sci Fi 
(^annel. 

Eric E. Harrison's Sunday Tattle Tales 
column is partially compiled from Ari<an- 
sas Democrat-Gazette wire services. 
Send e-mail to 

eric_haiTi$on@adg.ardemgaz.coni 
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BRUCE MAaOCK/RECORD > LANDMARK 


Amens ItM numerous Hams on ilsplay at a recently held meeting of MUFON 
mie Mutual UFO Network) is a model of a head many dahn Is representative 
of M e na they have encountered. People from aM wales of We attended the 


m eeting, inducing author Brenda Denzler, who holds a doctorate In reiguious 
studies from Duke Universiiy. She discussed her latest book, 'The Lure of the 
Ec^: Scientific passion, reigious belief, and the pia'sidt of UFO’s.’ 


Strangers among us 


BY JONATHAN WEAVER 

RECORD a LANDMARK 

Wajme LaPorte of Indian 
Trail was eiuoying his back¬ 
yard spa a week ago when he 
heard the dull thumping of 
rotor blades. 

It was a helicopter, but 
that’s not what peaked his 
interest. 

About 100 feet ahead of the 
helicopter, a tadpole-shaped 
black object glided silently 
through the night sky 

For the UFO kSicianado, 
interest outweighed fright. 

“There’s been rumors of a 
stealth helicopter, and that 
could have been what it was," 
LaPorte said. “But I don’t 
know.” 

LaPorte demonstrated his 
encounter in front of 50 North 
Carolina believers. On a table 
•to the side, a wide-eyed, slight- 
^ domed alien head stared 
intently 

LaPorte was the first speak¬ 
er at the Mutual UFO Networic 
of North Carolina meeting 
held Sunday at Statesville’s 
Iredell County Library. 

The network is an agency 
that studies UFO sightings 
and abductions and aims to 
provide the ultimate answer to 
the UFO enigma. It serves as a 
sounding board for those who 
have had UFO encounters 
without ridicuie or censor¬ 


ship. The group meets quar- 
teriy. Individual membership 
is $5, $10 for the whole family 

“I saw one in Nashville," 
said Jack Webb, a StatesvUle 
resident and Piedmont 
Amateur Astronomy Club 
member “It was a big ball of 
light flying about 20 feet above 
the ground. When it got to a 
group of trees, it dodged them. 
There’s a lot of things that 
have been seen that people 
can't explain.” 

Tim Ceritello of Statesville 
brought the UFO event to 
Statesville. He has followed 
UFOs since grade schooi. 

“When you first start look¬ 
ing at it, it’s just a smali saucer 
flying around," Ceritello said. 
“But the more you get into it. 
the more you realize there’s 
abductions, cattle mutilations, 
crop circles and other things.” 

Ceritello wUl soon begin 
work on his MUFAN field 
investigators license. 

After poring through a 
manual, future field investiga¬ 
tors learn how to effectively 
interview witnesses, properly 
take soil and grass samples 
and give a complete report to 
the Mutual UFO Network, said 
MUFON director George Lund 
m. An open book test is given 
when the applicant is ready. 

SLmday’s centerpiece was a 
lecture on UFO reality by the 
man Lund called the “Dean of 


UFO investigators” — George 
Fawcett. 

Fawcett, whose mother 
haUs from Statesville, has 
investigated more than 1,200 
UFO reports since 1944. In 
1975, he wrote “Quarter 
Century Studies of UFO in 
Florida, North Carolina and 
Tennessee.” 

Using slides, eyewitness 
stories and case histories dur¬ 
ing his presentation, Fawcett 
coveied the scientific, politi¬ 
cal. social and emotional 
implications of UFO sight¬ 
ings. 

Many dismiss believers of 
otherworldly life as publicity¬ 
seeking oddballs. 

“Most are not nuts,” said 
Brenda Denzler. “Most have 
legitimate reasons for their 
beliefs." 

Denzler holds a doctorate 
in religious studies from Duke 
University. She attended the 
gathering to discuss her new 
book, “The Lure of the Edge: 
Scientific passion, religious 
belief and the pursuit of 
UFO’s.” 

Her audience was the same 
group she explores in the 
book. “I’m trying to find legiti¬ 
macy in the UFO commimity” 
Denzler said. 

Denzler became fascinated 
with the UFO-absorbed cul¬ 
ture after reading “Commu¬ 
nion" by Whitley Strieber. “I 



Perhaps this license plate best expresses the senti¬ 
ments of UFO believers. 


was hooked,” she said. “I 
thought, this is what 1 need to 
do.” 

Denzler formed a focus 
group by sending question¬ 
naires to witnesses from 
which she draws her data. 

“Those who report sight¬ 
ings tend to be more highly 
educated than the general pop¬ 
ulation, she said. “They may 
be less affluent. They are over¬ 
whelmingly white and male.” 

Denzler hasn’t had a close 
encounter of any kind. Yet. 

I would love to have a sight¬ 
ing.” she said. “But I don’t just 
want to see one in the treetops. 
I want to have one land in my 
front yard.” 

In the meantime, Fawcett 
said, “ We'U keep searching for 
the truth.” 










Local man seeks stories of UFO sitings in region 
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ever.” 

The date was June 24,1947. Timm 
was 12, his brother 18, his mother 
44. They were amazed and baffled 
by what they saw, but they received 
some confirmation from an unex¬ 
pected source: the local newspaper. 

On the front page of the East Ore¬ 
gonian the next day, a small article 
told of a pilot who landed in 
Pendleton and claimed to have 
seen nine “saucer-like aircraft” fly¬ 
ing at about 10,000 feet near Mt. 
Rainier at an estimated speed of 
1,200 mph. The next day there was a 
much larger story about Kenneth 
Arnold, a pilot and businessman 
from Boise. The wire services 
picked up the story and it was 
printed around the country. In ret¬ 
rospect, Timm wishes his family 
had spoken up at the time about 
what they’d seen. Others did. The 
June 30 EO included a short story 
reporting that Bill Schuening, fore¬ 
man of the Lester King ranch about 
15 miles north of Pendleton, saw 
flying objects similar to those 
Arnold described seeing that same 
Tuesday. Morton Elder, a McKay 
Creek farm wife, reported in the 
same story seeing flying saucers the 
Sunday afterward. 

In 1987, at age 70, Schuening reit¬ 
erated his story shortly before he 
died. “I told my wife about it. She 
said I was crazy to say anything,” 
Schuening recalled in that ’87 story. 

Fear that people would scoff is 
one reason the Timm family kept 
mum. But Roy Timm doesn’t care 
what people think now, although 
he’s sometimes annoyed many don’t 
have more open minds on the topic. 

“I hate to see people so dogmati¬ 
cally sure there’s nobody out there 
but us,” he says. 

The fact that several people 
reported seeing “saucers” the same 
day as Arnold and the Timms helps 
substantiate the sightings, Timm 
says. Once Arnold’s story went on 
the wire, reports of similar sight¬ 
ings were reported from as far 
away as Oklahoma City. 

The reports had many similari¬ 
ties. Arnold reported the flat, shiny 
objects weaving “like the tail of a 
Chinese kite.” Timm says the 
saucers “wavered throu^ the air 
as though they were bucking wind" 
even though the day was still and 
sunny. Scheuning, the Timms and 
the report from Oklahoma City all 
noted that the objects made no 
noise. 

That experience as a 12-year-old 
started Timm on a quest for infor¬ 
mation and understanding that has 
intensified in recent years. He has 
collected shelves of books and 
memorabilia on the topic and 
talked to dozens of people who con¬ 
tend they have seen flying saucers 
and extraterrestrial beings, been 
abducted by “ETs” or seenf^sical 
signs that flying saucers exist. Most 
of those conversations have been 
with people who live in northeast 
Oregon, which along with southeast 
Washington seems to be a particu¬ 
larly fertile area for sightings. 

Timm says matter-of-factly that 
he knows of six people in the 
Pendleton area who have been 
abducted. He knows of many more 
people who say they have seen fly¬ 
ing saucers. He’s also witnessed the 
aftermath of local cattle mutila¬ 
tions he says were obviously not 
done by man, and he’s studied crop 
circles, many of which he believes 
are created by ETs, including one 
discovered near the Pendleton air¬ 
port in 1998. 

(continued on page 4) 
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“All the leaves, all of the beards 
and all of the heads were intact,” 
he said of the compressed wheat. 
*^The gnin was n<rt. broken at the 
yaa cannot bend ripe 
wheat, etea green wheat, once it 
has formed S^ube alld headed with¬ 
out breaking It.” He and the farmer 
agreed it couldn’t have been done 
by people. 

He contends there’s also no 
human explanation for a swath of 
trees that were twisted, uprooted or 
notched with strange grooves in the 
Blue Mountains near Granite in 
1956. Lee Finley of Pilot Rock dis¬ 
covered the unexplainable devas¬ 
tation while elk hunting with his 
son. Deep in a thicket of trees they 
found a zig-zagging path 12-15 feet 
wide where a number of trees had 
been scarred, broken and in some 
cases completely uprooted. 
Grooves were slashed into several 
trees at heights from two to six feet. 

Finley surmised at the time that a 
flying object crashed through the 
thicket and took off again. The Fin¬ 
ley family still has photos taken of 


the notched trees, which ’Timm also 
has added to his collection. 

In October, Timm went to 
Roswell, N.M., site of the infamous 
UFO crash in 1947 and subsequent 
military cover up alleged by UFO 
believers. He visited the UFO 
Museum there and recorded inter¬ 
views with several people, includ¬ 
ing a mortician who worked with 
the Air Force at the time of the 
alleged crash and a former soldier 
who says he investigated UFO 
crash sites while with the U.S. mili¬ 
tary. 

After collecting information on 
flying saucers for most of his life, 
and concluding that “there is some¬ 
thing out there,” Timm is intent on 
sharing that knowledge with others. 
Since returning from Roswell he’s 
been amazed at the number of peo¬ 
ple who have spoken to him about 
their own brushes with ETs. But 
he’d like to go beyond that and hold 
a public forum where he could 
share his information with others. 

“I’ve got a more open mind than 
most people,” he says. 


LINCOLN TIMES-NEWS, Lincolnton, NC - March 23,2001 CR: G. Fawcalt 

UFO references The second major work was Ri- 

chard Dolan’s “UFOs and the Na- 
nvnilsole for ^'Onal security State: An Unclassi- 

,, fied History,” (Volume 1,1941-1973) 

trutn seekers Keyhole Publishing Company, 

Rochester, N.Y.) 

r fecently finished reading my A third book, “Leap of Faith” (An 

1,045th book on UFOs. Over the Astronaut’s Journey into the Un¬ 
past 57 years I have tried to con- known) (2000) by Astronaut Gor- 
tinuously review all the literature, don Cooper with Bruce Henderson 
both pro and con, in the UFO field, details Astronaut Cooper’s jet fight- 
In 2000, two massive updated er chases of UFOs over Europe in 
and documented volumes of UFO World War fi. the filming of a UFO 
information (needed for a clear that landed in a restricted area of 
understanding) of the phenomenon Edwards Air Force Base, Calif, and 
were published. Cooper’s testimony during United 

Richard H. Hall s ‘The UFO Nations UFO hearings in New York 
Evidence” (Volume II. A 30 Year in 1978. This book was published 
Report) 1964-1994, Scarecrow by Harper Collins, Publishers, Inc. 
Press, Blue Ridge Summit, Penn- in New York 
sylvania follows up Volume I, These books should be reviewed 

1944-1964 of the same title That by news media and placed in local 
work sparked Congressional UFO area libraries for truth seek- 
heanngs in 1964 and was recently gj-s everywhere 
republished by Barnes and Noble GEORGF D FAWruTT 

Books.alsoauthoredbyHall. Tircoln.on 
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Dan Winters 
of Vacaville, 
Calif., peers 
at a display in 
the 

International 
UFO Museum 
in Roswell, 
N.M. recently. 


Aaron J. Walker 
Associated Press 


Roswell museum no alien to visitors 


Open mind about UFOs encouraged 


By Andres Ybarra 

the Associated Press 

ROSWELL, N.M. — In a town 
where the Wal-Mart is decorated 
with a big alien bead and restau¬ 
rant signs welcome space crea¬ 
tures, is it any wonder the biggest 
attraction is a UFO museum? 

This small southeastern New 
Mexico town, known as the alien 
capital of the world, opens its 
^oors to tourists obses^ with the 
idea that we are not alone. 

“It is a source of pride,” said 
Roswell native Jessica Mysza, a 
visitor to the International UFO 
Museum and Research Center. 

The museum, which fits right in 
with its exterior paintings of little 
green men, is a warehouse of infor¬ 


mation on the alleged flying saucer 
crash landing near Roswell in 
1947. 

The theme of government cover- 
up hangs heavy in the museum 
along with the pictures and docu¬ 
ments of the crash site. But despite 
the fact that many of the museum’s 
workers have a strong belief in 
UFOs, their goal is not to convince 
people of alien existence. 

“We just ask you to come 
through with an open mind and 
then make up your own mind,” said 
museum director Carol Syska. 

There are also displays on other 
UFO sightings around the world — 


including those proven to be 
hoaxes. 

“It’s still a living museum. It’s 
not just a dead museum,” Syska 
said. “It shows things that are still 
happening today.” 

The only physical evidence on 
display is a small piece of metal 
that the museum purports to be de¬ 
bris from a crashed spacecraft. 
The government denies the claim 
and has said the only thing that 
crashed was a weather balloon. 

“It’s a good place for reading,” 
said Mysza, who still isn’t convinc¬ 
ed that UFOs exist. “But I really 
think it’s they’ve done well with the 


information they present. It’s very 
informative.” 

For a less-academic experience, 
Stacy Wolkwitz’s Alien Zone store 
a block away sells T-shirts, key 
chains and other alien parapherna¬ 
lia. The store also features an alien 
photo studio with backdrops rang¬ 
ing from aliens barbecuing to an 
Area 51 toxic spill. 

If you go: Roswell is in south¬ 
eastern New Mexico, about a four- 
hour drive from Albuquerque. 
Head east on Interstate 40, then 
south on U.S. 285. ’The UFO muse¬ 
um is located at 114 N. Main St. 
Admission is free. Call the Roswell 
Convention and Visitors Bureau at 
(505) 624-0889 or visit www.ro- 4 
sw'ellcvb.com. 
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Top-secret militaiy planes get 
a stealthy burial in v^rea 51 


Aviation • The 

Nevada desert 
serves as the final 
resting place for 
crashed aircraft and 
failed experiments. 

By KEITH ROGERS 

Las Vegas Review*Journal 

LAS VCOAS 

As big as football fields'and 
deep enough to bury air¬ 
planes, the graves at Groom 
Lake lie scattered around the 
government’s secret installa¬ 
tion in the desert. 

There are no headstones or 
markers to denote the final 
resting place for such high- 
tech aircraft as the prede¬ 
cessors to the F-U7A Night- 
hawk stealth fighter jet and 
the SR-71 Blackbird spy plane. 

But people who worked at 
what is widely known as Area 
51 and researchers who track 
aviation history say some 
planes that crashed and other 
experiments that failed were 
hauled to the bottom of 
40-foot-deep holes and cov¬ 
ered overnight with mounds 
of dirt. 

According to aviation writ¬ 
er and historian Peter Merlin 
- who has obtained declassi¬ 
fied flight documents and in¬ 
terviewed personnel involved 
with Groom Lake programs 
since 1955 - more than a dozen 
aircra/t are buried around the 
installation. 

Combined, the craft were 
worth at. least $600 million 
and might be valued as much 
as $1 billion. 

This practice of disposing 
of secret, high-tech equip¬ 
ment continues today, he said. 

Because it is cloaked in se¬ 
crecy by presidential order. 
Air Force officials will not 
discuss what is acknowledged 
only as “the operating loca¬ 
tion near Groom Lake,” which 
is 38,400 acres of desert along 
the dry lake bed 90 miles 
northwest of Las Vegas. 

The equipment that now 
lies 40 feet beneath the sur¬ 
face represents cutting-edge 
technology that in its time 
kept the U.S. military and the 
nation’s intelligence commu¬ 
nity ahead of foreign adver¬ 
saries, Merlin said. 

For example, three gener¬ 
ations of high-flying spy 
planes - U-2s, A-12s, and 
SR-71s - have been demon¬ 


strated at Groom Lake, each 
becoming progressively supe¬ 
rior to foreign forces. “No¬ 
body ever shot down an A-12," 
Merlin noted. 

Even former Soviet bloc 
aircraft, such as the 1970s-vin- 
tage MiG-23, have been ob¬ 
tained by the U.S. intelligence 
community and tested at 
Groom Lake to see how U.S. 
planes and radar stack up 
against it, said Merlin. 

A1982 burial site described 
by a former Groom Lake 
worker was near a gravel-pit 
road and system of trenches 
where secret documents and 
materials Including drums of 
toxic coatings for stealth 
fighter jets were routinely 
burned for years. A lawsuit by 
former base workers alleged 
they had developed illnesses 
from toxic fumes, but the Air 
Force has declined to release 
documents regarding the dis¬ 
posal practice, citing national 
security concerns. 

John Pike, director of Glob- 
alSecurity.org - a Washing- 

‘You would want to 
dispose of them so they 
don't come back to 
haunt you.' 

JOHN PIKE 

defense policy expert 

ton, D.C.-area defense-policy 
organization ** said “the no¬ 
tion that the Air Force is bu¬ 
rying its mistakes at Groom 
l^e makes sense.” It is pa¬ 
trolled by helicopters carry¬ 
ing door gunners manning 
machine guns. 

The Groom Lake grave¬ 
yard, according to Merlin, in¬ 
cludes several 1960s-vintage 
A-12s, predecessors of the 
fast, high-flying SR-71 Black¬ 
bird spy planes; four U-2s 
from the 1950s: a F-101 chase 
plane that crashed in 1965; and 
wreckage of a MiG-23 that 
crashed in 1984. 

Merlin and three other 
sources who worked at the 
base said base officials 
wanted to retrieve one of the 
Have Blue airframes used to 
demonstrate technology for 
the F-117A that was buried 
somewhere near the Groom 
Lake installation but were un¬ 
able to find it. 

There was a plan to bury a 
unique surveillance aircraft. 
Tacit Blue - a white plane 
equipped with sensors and ra¬ 
dar that could survive flying 


close to war zones - but it was 
rescued and placed in the U.S. 
Air Force Museum in Ohio in¬ 
stead. Tacit Blue was tested at 
Groom Lake from 1982 to 1985, 
Merlin said. 

Not all once-secret planes 
from Groom Lake that 
crashed have been buried 
there, including the first pro¬ 
duction F-U7A, tail No. 785, 
according to Merlin and oth¬ 
ers who worked at the base at 
the time. 

On April 20,1982, Lockheed 
test pilot Robert Riedenauer 
was at the controls of that 
plane when it cartwheeled 
wing over wing attempting to 
take off from a Groom Lake 
runway. 

To this day neither Riede- 
nauer nor Air Force officials 
can say where the ill-fated 
takeoff occurred - but other 
sources who worked at the 
base as well as Merlin say that 
crash was indeed at the 
Groom Lake installation. 

The wings of the $46 mil¬ 
lion plane were shattered. 
The plane was to have been 
the first of 59 stealth F-117As 
delivered to the Air Force. 

Much of it, however, was 
salvaged and spared from 
burial, according to Merlin. 

The damaged aircraft was 
returned to Palmdale, where 
it now sits on a pylon on dis¬ 
play. The first preproduction 
F-117s have also been con¬ 
verted lo displays. One of 
them, tail No. 780 is at Free¬ 
dom Park at Nellis Air Force 
Base near Las Vegas. 

Bob Pepper, a spokesman 
for the F-l&A stealth fighter 
jet unit at Holloman Air Force 
Base in New Mexico, said the 
policy for disposing of 
wrecked stealths is to store 
them temporarily at Hollo¬ 
man and then to follow the 
procedure for disposing of 
other military aircraft. 

The current procedure for 
disposing of Air Force planes 
developed from unclassified 
technology, according to 
Pike, is to take them to Da- 
vis-Monthan Air Force Base 
near Tucson, where they are 
kept for parts, chopped up 
and melted down to recycle 
their aluminum and other 
metals. 

"A stealth composite air¬ 
plane is not the sort of thing 
that can be melted down to 
make pots and pans. You 
would want to dispose of 
them so they don't come back 
to haunt you,” he said. 
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, UFO Conferees At Eureka Springs 
f Share Otherworldly Experiences 


a 

^ By Daui Eierdani 

THE MORNING NEWS • DeiERDAM@NWA0NLINE.Na 

® I EUREKA SPRINGS — Chloe lay 
5 . on a table surrounded by seven 

c ^ beings who were not of this 
. Earth. 

w ff Only moments before, she had 
{/) oi been lying on a massage table at 
^ ^ her friend’s home in Springdale, 
z preparing herself for a thera- 

O peutic rubdown. 

% “I wasn’t on her table two or 


cc three minutes when I was no 
2 longer there,” said Chloe, a 
woman who appears to be in her 
mid-thirties and who did not 


want to use her real name. 

The otherwordly beings who 
surrounded her had orange, gel- 
type faces with eyes and noses, 
but no mouths. Their bodies 
were yellow and gray. As she lay 
amongst them, the beings prod¬ 
ded her on the arm fmd the leg 
with four-fingered hands. 

Though they did not speak to 
her, the beings telepathically let 
Chloe know that their society 
was so technologically advanced 
that they had shed their emo¬ 
tions. They were studyinR her, 
they communicated, so that they 
could learn about emotions in 


an effort to regain them. 

Chloe said she wasn’t afraid 
until the aliens shined a bright 
light into her eyes — then she 
began to scream. The next thing 
she knew, she was being lifted 
up by her massage therapist 
friend in Springdale. 

“My body was still on her 
table, but I wasn’t,” said Chloe, 
who adds that the aliens contin¬ 
ue to communicate with her. The 
beings call themselves the Spir¬ 
its of the Seventh Plane Uni¬ 
verse. 

Chloe traveled to the 13th An¬ 
nual Ozark UFO Conference on 


Saturday just to find someone 
who could help her understand 
what was happening to her. Be¬ 
fore the conference, she had told 
only a handful of people about 
her experience, including her 
mother. 

“Her reaction was, ‘anything 
is possible,”’ Chloe said. That was 
not the response she expected 
to get, she added. 

That experience occurred 
about a y ear ago . Only a month 
ago, Chloe said the ahens phys¬ 
ically took her to three different 
planets. 

One planet was all browns and 
reds and oranges, very sandy, 
and had high peaks. It had been 
an experimental station for an 
alien race that died in some kind, 
of catastrophe, according to 
Chloe. 

(continued on page 6) 




(continued from pages-MORNING 
NEWS, Springdale, AR - April 8,2001) 

The second planet had no de¬ 
fined walls, she recalled, and she 
could see through everything. 
The beings there communicat¬ 
ed through telepathy. 

The third planet had heavy 
vegetation, and the plants were 
the sentient beings. 

“There was no doubt I was 
there,” Chloe said. "When I came 
back, my whole body was 
swollea” 

Another conferee, Raymond, 
of Belleville, Ill., told of his trav¬ 
el to Mars. 

He did not physically go to 
Mars, Raymond insists, but trav¬ 
eled there in a vision. 

In another vision, Raymond 
traveled in a space ship, where 
his job was to eliminate the 
Grays, an alien race that was 
abusing humans. He did so us¬ 
ing a sonic device that stunned 
the Grays and bound them in a 
stasis field. 

Not everyone at the confer¬ 
ence put stock in stories of ex¬ 
traterrestrial travel. 

“I’ve never been to Mars, Tve 
never been abducted, but I just 
have an interest in it,” said Lin¬ 
da Kee, an El Paso, Ark., at¬ 
tendee. 

Kee said she put more faith in 
some of the conference speak¬ 
ers, such as Timothy Good, the 
author of “Above Top Secret” 
and “Alien Base," who spoke dur¬ 
ing Saturday’s evening session. 
Good spoke of aliens who are 
here on Earth, \yho look re¬ 
markably like humans and who 
have plans for the human race. 

Alien abductions are a reality. 
Good told the conferees, thougji 
he cautioned that not everyone 
who claims to have been ab¬ 
ducted is telling the truth. 

Abduction wasn’t the top top¬ 
ic for all attendees. Michael 
Steuer of Kansas City said he 
was more interested in phe¬ 
nomena such as crop circles. 

The circles represent a mani¬ 
festation of higher consciousness. 
They are the work of angels who 
oversee the plant kingdom, he 
said. 

“However you want to call it 
— extraterrestrial or extradi- 
mensional,” Steuer said. ‘They’re 
beautifully phenomena and 
meaningful.” 
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Chrit Flaming of Schaumburg raporta on tha paranormal In hla Unknown Magazina, which haa a circula¬ 
tion of about 10,000. Tha Idaa for tha publication graw out of a UFO diacusalon group. 

The Unknown truth 


UFOs, Bigfoot in Schaumburg man’s magazine 


By Art Golab 

Staff reporter 

Chris Fleming says when he was a kid, he saw dead 
people. 

Now, he writes about them. 

Ghosts fly through the pages of Unknown Maga¬ 
zine, which he publishes out of his Schaumburg 
apartment. 

The specters keep company with UFOs, aliens and 
Bigfoot-type creatures in the slick publication Flem¬ 
ing started three years ago. 

Fleming, 33, said he saw his first 
ghost when he was 4 and has been 
interested in the paranormal ever 
since. 

“I was one of those select few 
who grew up as a kid seeing ghosts, 
having angelic experiences and all 
that type of stuff,” he said. 

Thanks to his early experiences, 
what others might think of as 
paranormal Fleming views as nor¬ 
mal. He said he believes in UFOs 
and in the elusive Bigfoot, which 
graces the cover of the latest issue 
of Unknown. 

Why don’t more people see these 
things? Fleming says they may 
exist in different dimensions, un¬ 
detectable to human senses. 

“The fact that animals, like dogs, 
can hear and see things we can’t is proof that we don’t 
know everything that’s going on around us,” he said. 

What we can’t see, Fleming is quite willing to show 
us. 

Unknown is full of photos of purported UFOs. 
Drawings and computer-generated images show 
scenes that the camera cannot capture. 

When using the computer to create “re-enact¬ 
ments.” Fleming always adds a note saying the images 
are not real. 

“I don’t want to throw stuff out there that’s not 
true,” he said. “I’m all about trying to get to the truth 
and reality of the situation.” 

The magazine grew out of a UFO discussion group 


to which Fleming belonged. 

“I wanted to start a newsletter,” he said. “Someone 
else said, ‘Why not a magazine?’ So that’s what I did.” 

Fleming had a degree in graphic arts from Beloit 
College in Wisconsin and 10 years’ experience, includ¬ 
ing a stint with the Pioneer Press suburban weeklies, 
when he started the magazine. 

He said other magazines in the field, such as Fate, 
publish stories by writer^ who specialize in the 
paranormal. 

“My magazine focuses on people’s firsthand experi¬ 
ences and gives people themselves the opportunity to 
tell their story.” 

Fleming gets stories from people 
he has met through the Internet, 
word-of-mouth and documentaries 
on cable television. 

Unknown has a circulation of 
about 10,000, is distributed across 
the country and has subscribers all 
over the world, but Fleming hasn’t 
given up his day job yet. He works 
as a mortgage broker to help pay 
the magazine’s bills and is devel¬ 
oping a pilot for a TV series based 
on the publication. 

The magazine, in its fifth issue, 
is published whenever Fleming can 
get the time and money to put one 
together. 

And he is aware that not every¬ 
body is on his frequency. In fact, 
when he started the magazine, it caused friction 
between him and his father, former Chicago Black- 
hawks star Reggie Fleming. 

“He calls it ‘that creature magazine,’ ” Fleming 
said. 

When he meets people for the first time, “I tell 
them I’m a mortgage broker.” 

Fleming makes clear he never pushes his beliefs on 
people. 

“If you don’t believe me, fine. Go investigate it for 
yourself,” he said. “If you don’t even bother to 
investigate it. don’t say there’s no such thing." 

On the Web: www.unknnwnmag.com 


''The fact that 
animals, like dogs, 
can hear and see 
things we can’t is 
proof that we don’t 
know everything 
that’s going on 
around us. ” 

-Chris Fleming 
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LOOKING BACK 


GLOBE, Boston, MA-July 23,1963 


Martians Blamed 


Sky Rains Metal, 
Pebbles and UFOs 


'ered by "exploding pebbles” 
in the parking lot of the Won¬ 
der Bowl on the Southern Ar- 
'tery. 

! They appeared to come from 
^the sky, some exploding with 
a small pop when they hit the 
I ground, others going off some¬ 
time after they had landed. 

Physics Prof. John S. Rig- 
den of Eastern Nazarene Col- 
}lege said they appeared to be 
The skies around Bostoh of-|Wann when R landed. It ap-'similar to samples taken from 
jfered Monday a surprise en-peared to be of industrialinearby gravel areas, the den- 
icore to Saturday’s eclipse of origin, but there were no,sity being the same. 

Ithe sun. construction projects in the |„ Woburn, 10 youngsters 

In Quincy, a 15-pound chunk imme^ate area, according to' jgjj gighted “five yel- 

lOf metal hurtled through a Capt Edward Anderson of the i lowish-white oval objects” In 
window of an electrical shop yard police. gjjy above Grace rd. 

at Bethlehem Steel’s Fore Riv- it was handed over to the Michael Hennessey, 13, of 7 

er Shipyard. Navy for examination. ,,Menchin rd said they made 

Measuring six to eight inch- Earlier in Quincy, several ..g^ gg^je whistling sound like 
as in diameter, the metal was persons reported being show- g jgj plane.” 

George Fawcett of 9A War¬ 
ren av., member of the Massa- 
chusetts-Rhode Island Two- 
that reports of unidentified Hy¬ 
ing objects have been in¬ 

creasing recently, “not only in 
this area, but around the 

world.” 




All articles on pages 7, 8, 9 
from Cleveland, OH papers 
unless otherwise indicated. 
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Airliner Pilots Say 
See 2-Deck 
less Aircraft 


They 


Wingh 


ATLANTA, Ga.. July 24—(flT— 
Two Eastern Air Line pilots said 
they met a wingless two-deck plane 
early today southwest of Mont¬ 
gomery, Ala. They said the strange 
ship shooting red flames and with 
a blue glow underneath the fuse¬ 
lage, passed the E. A. L. ship at 
5,000 feet headed toward New Or¬ 
leans. 

The pilots said the stranger 
looked like a "Buck Rogers rocket 
ship." 

The two pilots—Capt. C. S. 
Childs, and Co-Pilot J. B. Whitted 
—were flying the Houston-to-At- 
lanta-to-Boston run. This morning 
at 2:45 o’clock 20 miles southwest 
of Montgomery they sighted the 
strange ship. 

After reaching Atlanta at 3:49 
a. m. (E. S. T.) the two pilots told 
of their strange experience. Capt. 
Childs said that they first sighted 
the object up ahead when nearing 
Montgomery. 

“It was in line almost with our 
flight," he said. "We veered off 
to . the left and this object turned 
to its left. When it came nearer to 
us, within better sight, its fuselage 
I appeared to be about 100 feet in 
i length and about four times cir¬ 
cumference of a B-29 fusilage. 

"It had two rows of windows, an 
I upper and a lower. They were 


July 25,1948 

square. Out of the rear of the 
ship red flames were shooting ,25 
to 50 feet. There was a blue glow 
underneath the fuselage. The ship 
appeared to be doing between 500 
and 700 miles an hour, and head¬ 
ing toward New Orleans. 

"When it got along side of us it 
pulled up with a tremendous burst 
of flame out of the rear. The 
flames were so bright they blinded 
us for a second. Then the ship 
disappeared into the broken clouds. 
The moon was shining intermit¬ 
tently and the ship could be seen 
for a few seconds and would then 
be obsurcd. The ship had no wings. 
It seemed to have an upper deck 
and a lower deck and was fully 
lighted inside. We saw no occu¬ 
pants. 

Of the 20 passengers on board 
Childs said only one was awake 
and saw the other ship. He gave 
this passenger's name as C. L. 
McKelvie, Columbus, O. 

(McKelvie, the United Press re¬ 
ported in Kennett Square, Pa., con¬ 
firmed the pilots’ story.) 

Both pilots live in Atlanta and 
both served in the army air corps 
as fighter pilots in the war. 
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SPOTTED ON mPAR 

Qeveland 
Sees Own 
‘Saucers’ 

BY GEORGE GHETIA 
The control tower at Cleveland 
Hopkins airport today announced 
that flying saucers, real or imagin¬ 
ary, are looking over "the best lo¬ 
cation in the nation.” 

George Beers,' senior operator 
at the tower, said official reports 
are being filed with 'the Civil Aero¬ 
nautics Administration in Wash¬ 
ington, D. C. describing unex¬ 
plained “golden colored lights” 
circling Greater Cleveland. 

Light Over Elyria 
Beers said the “objects” have 
been sighted by the tower staff, 
which on one occasion requested 
an approaching commercial air¬ 
craft to investigate a light flying 
over Elyria. Its presence had been 
confirmed on the radar screen. 

Residents of Parma, Beers said, 
also spotted the phenomenon and 
began telephoning the tower. The 
calls, he said, are not shrugged off. 

“One night six of us watched 
from the darkened tower room 
while a light hovered north of 
the field. We don’t know what 
it was but all six of us saw it,” 
be said. 


EVASIVE‘SAUCERS’ 
MATUS AGAIN 

In Scattered Parts They 
Make a Nation Blink 

BY SAUL PETT 
NEW YORK, July 26 —UP) — 
Animal, vegetable or mineral, op¬ 
tical illusion, light reflection or 
actual substance, the phenomena 
known loosely as "flying saucers” 
were as busy as the Democrats 
this week. 

In the New York area, in Wash¬ 
ington, D. C., in New England and 
Ohio, reports came in of strange 
aerial-objects that defied explana¬ 
tion. The air force said the vol¬ 
ume of such reports was the 
heaviest in five years. 

Most of the sightings were made 
by relatively competent observers, 
by pilots, airport control tower 
men and civilian air defense spot¬ 
ters. In one case, radar techni¬ 
cians at the airport in Washing¬ 
ton reported unidentified, unex¬ 
plained "blips” on their radar 
scopes the same night other peo¬ 
ple saw strange sky lights. 

All this added significance but 
no solution to the celestial mys¬ 
tery which has puzzled, fascinat¬ 
ed and sometimes frightened the 
nation since the first "saucers” 
were sighted in 1947. 

No Concrete Evidence 
But the air force could only say 
what it has said before; "There 
is still no concrete evidence to 
prove or disprove the so-called 
■flying saucers,’ ” 

A Pentagon spokesman said the 
air force now is receiving about 
100 "saucer” reports a month. 
About 75% of the sightings, he 
said, have been satisfactorily ex¬ 
plained as mistaken conventional 
aircraft, balloons, birds, planets, 
shooting stars or hoaxes. 

But the remaining 25 per cent, 
he said, can not be explained, at 
least not without many more de¬ 
tails. 

The fact that radar picked up 
unidentified “blips” does not, the 
spokesman said, necessarily indi¬ 
cate the presence of actual sub¬ 
stance instead of mere light A 
radar contact, he said, can be 
caused by an electronic disturb¬ 
ance in the sky, mal-functioning 
of the radar set or an actual sub¬ 
stance. 

But on the same night, Satur¬ 
day night—amd in the same gen¬ 
eral area—that the radar made 
its unexplained contacts, two air¬ 
line pilots reported strange lights. 
Flier Sees Seven Objects 
Flying between Washington and 
Martinsburg, W. Va., Capt. S. C. 
Pierman said he saw seven ob¬ 
jects moving at tremendous speed 
at times, hanging almost motion¬ 
less at other times. He said they 
were like “falling stars without 
tails” but added he had never 
seen a shooting star move so fast. 
Another pilot said he saw a light 
trail his plane to within four 
miles of Washington. 

And on the same night, an Asso¬ 
ciated Press reporter told of a 
strange sight over his home in 
River Edge, N. J. 

He said he saw an orange ball, 
the size of a quarter, moving in a 
steady course from northwest to 
southeast. 

“It moved too quickly for a bal¬ 
loon, but too slow and remained 
too long in sight for a meteor,” he 


said. "I was able to follow it from 
horizon to horizon. Its light was 
not like the light of any plane.” 

Jets Chase—A Balloon 

In Columbus, O., six armed Jet 
planes took off to chase a myster¬ 
ious object which turned out to be 
a high-soaring weather balloon. 
But no such simple explanation 
solved the mystery that confronted 
professional control tower person¬ 
nel at the Cleveland airport where 
weird "golden lights” were re¬ 
ported. 

Clark Croft, chief of the Civil 
Aeronautic Administration’s tower 
staff, said: 

“I’m ready to say there’s some¬ 


thing doing. Our peopie have seen 
the lights and experienced pilots 
have seen them. I haven’t the 
slightest idea what they are. I’d 
like to think that whatever they 
are, they are our own.” 

In Massachusetts, "silver disks” 
were reported by two members of 
the ground observer corps and a 
wartime flight engineer. Other 
sightings, varying in descriptions, 
were reported from Burlington, 
Vt.; South Portland, Me., and New 
York City, and in France a man 
claimed to have photographed a 
brilliantly lighted "oval s^cer” 
flying between 9,000 and 24,000 
feet. 


Picked Up on Radar 

“Another time 1 personally saw 
a light'making a circular pattern 
over or near Elyria. I picked it 
up -on the radar screen and 
watched it. 

“I sent an incoming airliner 
over to take a look and the thing 
disappeared from the screen.” 

Beers told of another ’’light” 
seen north of the airport by a 
tower operator. It apparently was 
near the field. 

The operator reported that the 
light “climbed and traveled in an 
easterly direction much faster than 
the norm^ operational speed of 
Ian/ aircraft known to be in this 
! vicinity.” 
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C. G. Station’s Photograph 
Given ‘Saucer’ Researchers 
as Jet Pilots Add Data 


(Photo on Piclurt Pifg^) 

WASHINGTON, Aug. 1— 

A myitery photo of four blazes 
of light in the sky, plus a report 
Irom jet pilots on a night light 
which they said was not a reflec¬ 
tion, added new twists today to 
the aeriiU whatzit puzzle. 

Coast guard headquarters here 
released the strange photograph 
taken from its Salem, Mass., air 
station at 9:35 a. ir July 16. The 
picture . shqwed four large light | 
spots, in .a sort ot "V” formation! 
in a clear sky. j 

The new sighting report wasj 
turned in by interceptor pilots at 
WrightrPatterson Air Force Base, 
Dayton, O. This ir the location of 
the air force's air technical intel¬ 
ligence center which checks up 
on reports of outlandish things 
aloft. 

10 Seconds of Maneuvering 

The pilots said that at an alti¬ 
tude of 17,000 feet they watched 
an object having a bright red 
light, for 10 seconds. They said 
they deliberately maneuvered 
around to be sure it was not a 
light reflection. It hovered, they 
said, then disappeared at a high 
rate of speed. 

The picture released by the 
coast guard was taken by onfe of 
its photographers. Shell R. Alpert. 
Alpert was quoted in a news re¬ 
lease as saying the phenomenon 
was "a quick flash." 

"I actually could not say it was 
anything—it could have been re¬ 
flections from passing cars or 
from the ocean," he said. 

The-cqasb guar4 said it had no 
opinion as to the saxtat/oc source 
of -thr '’ohjects'W-it alsd dascrlfced 
them as "unidentified aerial phe¬ 
nomena." 

The headquarters said it was 
releasing the photograph only be¬ 
cause of the \^despread public in- 
teresL 

Aerial Activity Denied 

To suggestions that the lights 
might have been caused by flares 
or anti-aircraft bursts, a navy 
spokesman said the navy was not 
firing anything in that area at 
that time. The air force similarly 
disclaimed activity in the area. 

The army said it had no in¬ 
formation here and referred que¬ 
ries to its public information of¬ 
ficer at Middletown, N. Y. At 
Middletown the officer was not 
available for comment. 

Alpert was quoted as saying he 
saw several brilliant white lights 
through his photo laboratory win¬ 
dow and watched them wavering 
for a few^ seconds, only to have 
them dim down by the time he 
had focused his camera. 

Alpert summoned a companion, 
Thomas Flaherty, 26, and then, 
noting that the lights were again 
burning brightly, snapped the pic¬ 
ture. He said an instant later 
there was a "momentary flash" 
and the lights disappeared. 

Alpert said he could not honest¬ 
ly identify the sighting as "objects 
or aircraft—merely some manner 
of lights.” 


—rJRItCllillg-— 
Horseshoes 

Sees Flying Saucers 
They're Really Real 
One Found in Texas 


BY BnXT BOSB 


At the risk of being laughed 
out of court and countenance. I’d 
like to report that Tve seen fly¬ 
ing saucers. 

It happened' on a clear and 
moon-minus night two summers 
ago In Newton, 

Conn., on the 
lawn of the home 
belonging to Paul 
Osborne, the 
p 1 a y wright 
Among my fel¬ 
low oglers were 
Paul and his 
wife, Director 
Josh Logan and 
his missus, and 
Author John Her- 
sey and his. 

Whats more, billykosx 
none of us was in his cups the 
night we watched the flying sau* 
eery. 

As nearly as I could judge, these 
whatzises were at least 200 feet 
in diameter and were flying at 


[Date Unknoswn, 1960] 

an altitude of from 3,000 to 5,000 
feet Their edges gave off a gh(Mt- 
ly glow, very much like blue neon 
tubing seen through a heavy hog. 

When the searchlights finally 
cut off and the disks got lost in 
the stars, we put what was left 
of our heads together and decided 
that what we had witnessed must 
have been some kind of hush-hush 
military exercise. We also decided 
that if we didn’t want a butterfly 
net slipped over our heads it 
would be smart to keep our lips 
zipped about the whole thing. 

It’s Becoming Bvident 
the Saucers Are Real 

Recently, however, documenta¬ 
tion has begun to replace delirium, 
and it’s becoming evident that the 
overgrown manhole covers are not 
only real, but, despite aU denials, 
one of the top-secret weapons of 
our own navy and air force. 

The most convincing testimony 
was offered April 3 by IJenry J. 
Taylor on a General Motors broad¬ 
cast over the A. B. C. network. 
Taylor,, after - treking all. *round 
the country .and talking , to people 
who; had seen, touched and even 
flown these credulity cracking 
craft, made the following flat and 
unfrivolous s t at e m e n t s about 
them; 

One type , of saucer Is the;‘‘truef' 
disk, which ranges anywhere 
30 Inches to 30Q fast, ih diameter, 
is umnanned and generally g^ded 
by some form of remote control. 
The other is a jet-driven platter 
which carries a crew and is capa¬ 
ble of such supersonic speeds that 
in flight it looks like a hundred- 


foot flaming cigar. 

True Disk Was Found 
Near Gaiveston, Tex. 

Furthermore, accordihj^ to 
Henry J.,,a “true” disk was , actu¬ 
ally photographed near Wildwood, 
N. J.j another was found in the 
vicinity of Galveston, Tex^ and 
stenciled on its surface was the 
following; 

Military Secret of the 
United States of America 

• • * 

Anyone damaging or revealing 
description or whereabouts of 
this missile is subject, to prose¬ 
cution by the United States 
government. Call collect at once. 
(Then a long distance telephone 
number, and the address of a 
United States air base, and 
finally the words on the ‘‘sau¬ 
cer’’ in big, black letters:-non¬ 
explosive.) 

"I know what these so-called 
flying saucers are used for," Tay¬ 
lor concluded. “'When the military 
authorities are ready to release 
the information it will be a joy to 
tell you the whole story, for it is 
good news—^wonderful news." 

As you may remember, I wrote 
a column last week about the 
bureaucratic blabbermouths ip our 
nation’s capital who, at the drop 
of a daiquiri, blurt out top mili¬ 
tary secrets to anyone who will 
listen. Well, I’m plenty happy to 
learn that—at least as regards one 
vital weapon—^there ARE some 
folks in Washington who not only 
know their beanji but can keep 
from, spilling them. 

(Copyrlfht 1950, bf Billy Bom) 



July 28,1952 


'Saucer' Fireworks 

Light Indiana Skies 

WASHINGTON, July 28—(INS)—Hundreds of Indiana 
motorists today reported seeing “flying saucers’’ over .the 
state last night. 

The mysterious objects were reported seen over Indi¬ 
anapolis, Franklin and Copnorsville. 

Many motorists said the objects f 


threw off varicolored lights and 
"were like shooting stars." They 
doubted that the objects were 
weather balloons or a searchlight 
beam on clouds. 

State police said the objects 
were high in the sky and that 
they "chased each other." 

Robert Wolfe, civil defense di¬ 
rector at Franklin, said that he 
had gone out into the countryside 
with the police and had seen the 
objects clearly. He added that in 
his opinion the objects were trav¬ 
eling at a “high rate of speed.” 

Meanwhile the air force dis¬ 
closed today that jet pilots are 


under orders to maintain a nation¬ 
wide 24-houi' "alert” against 
"flying saucers” and to shoot 
them down if possible. 

The air force expcsssed the be¬ 
lief the unidentified flying objects 
are not a threat to the United 
States and stated also that they 
are not a secret United States 
military development. 

It added, however, that jet 
pilots are under standing orders 
to pursue on sight all unidentified 
flying objects, especially on the 
eastern seaboard, and, if neces¬ 
sary, force them to land. The alert 
is applicable to "flying saucers.” 


He added that "perhaps some 
sort of refraction of ground re¬ 
flections could possibly have ac¬ 
counted for the lights, but in my 
estimation this is an improbable 
explanation.” 

Gaze at Day 'Flotilla* 

ALBANY, N. Y., Aug. 1—0«— 
Flotillas of mysterious bright, 
shiny objects were reported flying 
high in the sky over south-central 
New York today. Hundreds of 
persons said they saw them. 


But jet pilots from Griffiss Air 
Force Base at Rome, N. Y., said 
they could find nothing. 

Residents of Afton, in the upper 
Susquehanna River Valley, lined 
the streets of the village and many 
business places were deserted. 
They said round objects sailed 
through the skies in large-num¬ 
bers for about two hours. Scat¬ 
tered ones were seen "later, they 
said. All agreed they seemed to 
appear near the sun and move 
away from it. 


The air force admitted, however, 
that no jet pilot has yet gotten 
close enough to take a shot at a 
“flying saucer.” One pilot esti¬ 
mated that he was within five 
miles of a mysterious light over 
Washington last week end, but 
the light disappeared w'hen he 
tried to draw close. 

No "Reasoning Body" 

The Pentagon issued a state¬ 
ment in an effort to quell public 
excitement over the latest rash 
of mysterious objects sighted in 
the skies. 

Air force headquarters stated; 

"During the past few years, over 
1,000 sightings of unidentified fly¬ 
ing objects have been reported to 
the air force. Of this number, only 
a small per cent of those received 
from reliable sources remain un¬ 
explained. 

"The remainder of these sight¬ 
ings could be accounted for as mis¬ 
interpretations of various conven¬ 
tional objects, a mild form of hys¬ 
teria, meteorological phenomena, 
or hoaxes. 

"Of the unexplained sightings 
it can be stated that they appear 
in haphazard fashion and show no 
pattern which would indicate that 
the objects are being controlled 
by a reasoning body.” The state¬ 
ment added, "each report is being 
given a most careful and complete 
analysis.” 

NUEVITAS, Cuba, July 28—(A’) 
—Four strange, luminous objects 
were reported over this north coast 
Cuban port yesterday. The objects 
moved in formation, at g r e a t 
speed. Hundreds of citizens re¬ 
ported seeing them. 
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HFS READY FOR THEM 

‘Dad’ Thinks 
Living Forces 


Flying Saucers 'No 
Joke,' Air Force 
Says After Probe 

DAYTON, O., April 2fr-WV-The 
Dayton Journal-Herald said tonight 
that the air force, after an exten¬ 
sive investigation, has decided that 
flying saucers "are not a Joke." 

The paper said its story was based 
an a report, now in the files at 
Wright-Patterson air force base 
hart, which strasatd that the flying 
saucers were not "a cause for 
alarm.” 

The air force, it was learned, still 
is receiving about 12 reports a 
month from persons sighting flying 
discs. 

So far, 240 and 30 foreign reports 
of flying saucers have been investi¬ 
gated. 

Intelligence section officers said 
30% of the reports have been due 
to conventional aerial objects, such 
as weather and cosmic ray research 


Saucers 

They’re 

BY INEZ ROBB 
BOISE, Idaho (INS)—This is an 
up and coming community, and the 
city fathers do not intend to be 
caught flat-footed if a flying saucer 
decides Ho land here to visit Ken¬ 
neth Arnold, the Boise flyer and 
engineer who spotted the first such 
phenomena in 1947. 

The airport commission and the 
city council have approved a fee- 
schedule for flying saucers wishing 
to use the Boise airport The land¬ 


ing fee has been fixed at $50 per 
saucer for non-scheduled flights 
and the fee must be paid in U. S. 
currency. Interplanetary green¬ 
backs will not be accepted. 

If the saucer radios in for a 
scheduled landing, all fees will he 
waived. If the saucer merely de¬ 
sires to hover over the field at an 
altitude of less than 100 feet, there 
will be a standard fee of $10 for 
the first three minutes of hovering 
and $10 for each additional minute. 

It’s Free Elsewhere 

‘‘This is merely the city’s usual 
forward looking action,” says May¬ 
or R. £. Edlefsen. 

Arnold, who set off the flying 
saucer uproar five years ago when 
he reported the first flight of nine, 
wili allow any saucer to land for 
free in his own private landing 
field on the outskirts of the city. 

But he does not expect any little 
green men two feet high to scram¬ 
ble out of the saucers, if and when 
they land. He is convinced after 
devoting much time and $12,000 
of bis own money to private inves¬ 
tigation that the saucer is a living, 
thinking force from the strato¬ 
sphere or beyond. 

The solid citizen still looks like 
the football player he used to be. 
He is one of the least hysterical or 
psychotic persons I have ever in¬ 
terviewed. He is, naturally, de¬ 
lighted at the. announcement that 
U. S. radar screens have picked up 
formations' of this mysterious 
phenomena. 


past five years. 

The Boise man believes the sauc¬ 
ers are large, gelatinous masses 
that vaporize when they hit the 
ground. This, too, might explain 
why the phenomenon seems able 
to change its density in flight, a 
peculiarity noted by a number of 
observers. 

It was while on a search mission 
in 1947 that he saw the first sau¬ 
cers and accidentally gave them the 
picturesque name that has stuck 
ever since. 

At that time be said “they flew 
like a saucer would if you skipped 
it across water.” With Ray Palmer, 
he is the author of one of the first 
books about the flying objects, a 
volume called “The Coming of the 
Saucers." 

To unbelievers and scoffers he 
simply tells the story of the pigeon 
that flew head-on into a plate glass 
window, limping home with feath¬ 
ers be-draggled, the pigeon told bis 
companions of. bis terrible experi¬ 
ence. 

“The air suddenly froze solid in 
front of me,” he declared. The 
other pigeons looked at him in dis¬ 
belief and sneered; 

“Tell that to the snarrows.” 


April22,1962 


balloons. 

Commonplace answ^ers are ex¬ 
pected to be found for another 30%. 
But 40% remain a mystery. 

The evaluation teams, conunent- 
ing on the mystery saucers, re¬ 
ported; 

“We can’t prove or disprove the 
existence of some of the remaining 
unidentified objects as real air¬ 
craft of unconventional design.” 

The air force even has considered 
that flying saucers may be visita¬ 
tions from other planets. 

“The possibility that the saucers 
are foreign aircraft also has been 
considered. 

“But the reported performance of 
the discs is so superior to any^ing 
we have yet approached in this 
country that it is not considered 
any other nation of the earch could 
have knowledge so far above ours," 
it was declared. 


July 22,1962 

Reports Flying Saucers 
Over New England 

BOSTON Ml—Flying objects de¬ 
scribed as silver disks were re¬ 
ported sighted over New England 
Tuesday night and early today. All 
observers conpurred in saying the 
objects were “silveryJ’ 

At Nahant Coast Guard station. 
Seaman Henry Arnpriester said be 
sighted two disks flying at about 
2,(X)0 feet, which slowly circled 
above the station and headed back 
to sea. 


Revises His Story o-f Flying 
Saucer Wrecked in Mexico 


LOS ANGELES, March 9—(ff>—A 
dynamite salesnua told reporters 
today he had seed the wreckage of 
a flying saucer in Mezsqo, but later 
changed his story to say he saw 
only a strip of metal which busi¬ 
ness associates told him came from 
a space ship. 

Ray L. Dinunick, sales manager 
for the Apache Powder Co., refused 
to name the associates, saying only 
that one was an American and the 
other a Chilean-Mexican. Dimmick 
added he would furnish the names 
“if requested by the proper author¬ 
ities.” 

He said he was told toat the 
vnwckage was on a mountainside in 
Mexico City and that top United 
States military officials had viewed 
it. However, the air force in Wash¬ 
ington said it hju heard nothing 
about it and therA'was no confir¬ 
mation from Mexica 

Dimmick said bis friends told him 
that a “man” 23 inches tall was 
killed in the crash and the body 
embalmed for scientific study. The 
crash occurred three months ago. 


Dimmick said. He recently returned 
from a business trip to Mexico City. 

He added his associates described 
the aircraft as 46 feet in diameter, 
built of a metal resembling alumi¬ 
num but much harder, and pow¬ 
ered by two motors. 

In his original account, Dimmick 
said he had seen the wrreckage, 
which he said was roped off. In his 
later story, he described the niece 
qf metal is about six feet Tong, 
eight inches wide and three-quar- 
ten of an inch thick. 

At Dayton, O.. Col. C. H. Welch, 
public information officer of the 
air materiel command at Wright- 
Patterson Air Force Base, said he 
had no comment to make on Di- 
mick’s report. 

Col. Welch repeated a statement 
be issued recently; 

"We have carefully investigated 
all of the evidence presented to us 
regarding- reports on flying saucers, 
and there is no evidence to support 
the existence of any interplanetary 
machines.” 

May Be Venus? 

MEXICO CITY, March 9—OP)— 
A Mexican astronomer thinks some 
of his countrymen have been mis¬ 
taking the planet Venus for a flying 
saucer. 

Joaquin Gallo, former head of 
the government’s Tacubaya Observ¬ 
atory. suggested today that this 
might explain the recent rash of 
reports of ^Hying saucers. 

In the past three days, strange 
objects in the sky varying in shape 
from a disk to a horn, ■ have beien 
reported seen in Chihui^ua Ci|^. 
Mazatlan, Durango, Totreon, ait^ 
Jalisco. 


He has become an informal clear¬ 
ing bouse for saucer news and 
magazine reports from the four 
corners of the globe. 

It is a big mistake to believe that 
flying saucers have been seen only 
over this continent, Arnold said. 

“They have been seen all over 
the world, including Russia, Africb, 
Korea and northern Europe.” 

Explains Accidents 
Although Arnold is convinced 
that the saucers are not a menacing 
or attacking force he hr not at all 
certain that aircraft have not col¬ 
lided with them in recent years. No 
one has lived to tell the tale, but 
this would explain some otherwise 
inexplicable air disasters in the 


NEWS, Jan. 2,1964 

Ice Shotver 
From Plane 
Strikes House 

Out of a clear, blue sky, Mrs. An¬ 
ton Golic, 19602 Shawnee Ave., 
heard a “boom” that seemed to en¬ 
velope her home today. She ran out 
to And that a shower of ice “cubes" 
had scored a direct hit on the 
hou.se. 

Shingles were knocked off, rain- 
gutters dented, and hunks of ice 
were scattered all over the yard. 
She called the fire department. 

After investigation, Ba 11 a 1 i o n 
Fire Chief David Grant said that 
the ice apparently was dropped by 
an airplane that was de-icing while 
passing over the bouse. He esti¬ 
mated that about 25 pounds if ice 
were dropped. 


Flying Saucer That 
Sounds Like Bat Is 
Palnesyille Report 

PAINESVILLE, O.. . April 21— 
Williani J. Pugh, Jr., pf Paines- 
ville claims to be the first person 
to hear a flying saucer. 

Pugh, head of the Lake County 
cancer drive and employed by the 
Cleveland Electric. Illuminating 
Co. in Mentor, today said he heard 
the flying saucer buzz over his 
home at 9:05 Sunday night. He 
said he heard a noise similar to 
that of a flying bat making a 
dive, Juyt before seeing the object. 

“I beard the noise three times, 
of short, duration each time. TTie 
sound prompted me to look up 
into the sky,” he said. ‘’What I 
saw was a disk-shaped object di¬ 
rectly overhead and moving in an 
easterly direction.” 

Pugh claimed the object was 
moving rapidly and seemed to 
float and wobble much as a flat 
stone skips across water. 

He thought it could not,have 
been more than 1,500 feet above 
the ground and said it seemed to 
be about 30 feet in diameter. 

“The disk-shaped bottom ap¬ 
peared to be covered with a green¬ 
ish-yellow phosphorescent mate¬ 
rial which produced a faint glow," 
he said. 

Pugh reported he saw the 
saucer for about 15 seconds and 
at the same time the hat-like noise 
was heard again correlating the 
sound with the object. The ob¬ 
ject then mWe a right turn, to 
a southerly direction and disap¬ 
peared, he said. 
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Desmond Leslie 

Eccentric Irish aristocrat whose book The Flying Saucers Have Landed underpinned the New Age movement 


DESMOND LESLIE, who has died 
aged 79. was a celebrated Irish 
eccentric and self-styled “discolo- 
gist’* best known for his book The 
I Flying Saucers Have Landed 
(1953). which became a key text of 
the New Age movement. 

The prevailing scientific materi¬ 
alism of Leslie’s time held no 
appeal to him. and be turned bis 
attention instead to the world of 
mysteries. Attracted to ancient 
history, archaeology and esoteric 
philosophy, he saw in them evi¬ 
dence of a world view quite differ¬ 
ent from that of more soberly aca¬ 
demic contemporaries. 

To Leslie, ancient monuments 
and artefacts were proof of a 
sophistication of culture and tech¬ 
nology that could not be attributed 
to the people of their times. The 
makers, he concluded, were evi¬ 
dently super-human — or came 
from elsewhere. In the 19S0s. 
there were regular reports of “fly¬ 
ing saucers” and of encounters 
with alien creatures, and Leslie’s 
merger of these accounts with his 
antiquarian researches led to The 
Flying Saucers Have Landed. 

During bis investigations, he 
wrote to the Californian mystic 
and ice cream salesman George 
Adamski, who in the presence of 
witnesses had encountered blond 
visitors from Venus and taken pho¬ 
tographs of their spacecraft. 
Adamski replied with pictures and 
an account of his experiences. Les¬ 
lie added these to his text, and 
credited Adamski as co-author. 

Leslie asserted that the first 
interplanetary vessel had arrived 
from Venus in 18.617.841 bc. He 
made no apologies for his preci¬ 
sion, saying that “it was calculated 
from ancient Brahmin tables”. 
Brahmins, he explained, were 
■'exceedingly accurate people”. He 
addressed potential doubters and 
seekers of proof with matter-of- 
fact disdain: “Why should they 
risk a public landing? Their ship 
would impounded for evasion of 
custom duties. Their clothes would 
be tom off and sold as souvenirs” 

The Flying Saucers Have Landed 



Leslie and his first wife in 1963 reading reports of his televised alteration with Bernard Levin 


became a bestseller and was trans¬ 
lated into 50 languages. To Leslie's 
gratification, it was denounced by 
the sort of people he liked to infuri¬ 
ate. Arthur C Clarke attacked it as 
a “farrago of nonsense”; Professor 
Bernard Lovell suggested it be 
“dumped overboard in space”. 

With his mystical doctrines and 
cult following. Adamski was an 
easy target for the sceptics, but 
Leslie stood by him. In 1954. Leslie 
visited his co-author in California 
and enjoyed with him several fly¬ 
ing saucer sightings. In a letter 
from San Diego to his wife, he 
described seeing ”a beautiful 
golden ship in the sunset, but 
brighter than the sunset ... It 
slowly faded out. the way they do " 

Back in London. Leslie joined 
forces with another Anglo-Irish 


aristocrat. Brinsley le Poer 
Trench, who as the 8th Earl of 
Clancarty later promoted a debate 
on UFOs in the House of Lords. 
Together they founded Flying Sau¬ 
cer Review. Contributors included 
CG Jung, who published his own 
book on flying saucers in 1959. 

Thereafter. Leslie continued to 
preach the message of the space 
people. Their intentions, he was at 
pains to explain, were wholly 
peaceable. 

Desmond Arthur Peter Leslie 
was bom on June 29 1921 and grew 
up at Castle Leslie beside Glas- 
lough in County Monaghan. 

Glaslough. “the green lake", has 
been extolled in verse and song. 
Richard Hayward, the balladeer. 
sang: For there’s no place like 
lovely Glaslough/In all Monaghan 


wide. Dean Swift, on the other 
hand, once wrote in the visitor’s 
book; “Glaslough with rows of 
books upon its shelves/Written by 
the Leslies all about themselves.” 

Desmond’s father was the col¬ 
ourful man of letters Sir Shane 
Leslie, 3rd Bt. who supported the 
Nationalist cause and habitually 
wore a saffron kilt. Shane’s father. 
Sir John, had married Leone, one 
of the three beautiful daughters of 
Leonard Jerome, of New York. 
Her sister had married Lord Ran¬ 
dolph Churchill, and their son Win¬ 
ston paid regular visits to Castle 
Leslie until banned by his uncle (a 
staunch Ulster Unionist) on 
account of his espousal of Home 
Rule. 

Sir Shane's interests extended 
from politics to the paranormal — 


his works include Shane Leslie’s 
Ghost Book (1955) — and his fasci¬ 
nation with the latter rubbed off on 
his younger son. 

Desmond later recalled that one 
night at prep school, his dormitory 
was “suddenly lit by a brilliant 
green glare” as “an immense 
green fireball moved slowly across 
the sky and disappeared behind 
the Sussex Downs”. 

After Ampleforth and Trinity 
College. Dublin, Leslie became a 
fighter pilot in the RAF, flying 
Spitfires and Hurricanes during 
the Second World War; according 
to family legend, he destroyed sev¬ 
eral aircraft, most of which he was 
piloting himself. He celebrated VE 
day with his cousin, the Prime 
Minister, at 10 Downing Street. 

During the war. Leslie bad met 
Agnes Bernauer, the daughter of a 
German Jewish impresario (Mar¬ 
lene Dietrich’s first employer); 
they married in August 1945. In 
1954, Agnes Bernelle — as she now 
styled herself — became the first 
non-stationary nude on the English 
stage as Salome at St Martin's the¬ 
atre. A decade later, Leslie caused 
a sensation by throwing a punch at 
Bernard Levin during a live trans¬ 
mission of That Was Week That Was 
(Levin had given Agnes Bernelle 
an ungenerous review). 

For all his enthusiasm for UFOs. 
Leslie was no zealot and enjoyed 
all the pleasures of life, imagina¬ 
tive conversation above all. He 
published several other books, 
including Hold Back the Night, and 
The Jesus File. 

In 1963, he moved back to Castle 
Leslie, where in a bid to restore its 
finances he opened a night club, 
Annabel’s on the Bog. and enter¬ 
tained such house guests as Mari¬ 
anne Faithfull and Mick Jagger. A 
gifted musician, he also experi¬ 
mented with Musique Concrete, 
using samples of recorded natural 
sounds. 

Desmond Leslie’s first marriage 
was dissolved in 1969. He married 
secondly, in 1970, Helen Strong, 
who survives him. together with 
his two sons and four daughters. 



(•tstrginii llruni and Nick Pope believe somethinti 't*r> strange happened in this SufTolk f«>resl 

Macmillan’s UFO (or is it PoS?) 


CALL me naive, but ihonks to 
Macmillan I have becunte 
hooked on the Rendlesham 
Forest incidenl. about which 1 
knew nothing. In brief, according 
to numerous military and civilian 
witnesses, during Christmas 
week in 1980 strange lights were 
seen in Rendlesham Forest in 
between the twin RAF bases of 
Woudbridge and Beniwaters in 
Suffolk. On going in to investi¬ 
gate a number of US Airforce 
personnel claim they saw the 
proverbial alien craft bobbing 

about amid the trees. 

So far. so bonkers 1 thought, a 
feeling not dispelled by 
Macmillan's gush about 
Georgina Bruiii. author of You 
Can 'I Tell the People, the 'defin¬ 
itive accouitt' of the affair. 
Exhaustively researched as it is. 
I don'l think her credibility is 
helped by her publisher biog* 


which lists her 'varied careers’ 
as a 'clothes designer and 
director of a fashion busi¬ 
ness....as well as setting up the 
first British Internet magazine 
{Hot Gossip UK)'. 

But at the title's unusual 
launch at the MoD on Whitehall 
attended by her publisher 
Gordon \Vise and agent 
Andrew Lowiiie. a number of 
people pointed out that some US 
Airforce personnel were 
perhaps more likely to open up 
to someone like her. than to a 
man. The person who has 
swa>ed me is the sober-looking 
and \er> credible Nick Pope, a 
guest at the party and someone 
who. for three years, was 
employed by the MoD to inves¬ 
tigate UFO incidents and has 
written a number of books on 
the subject for Simon & 
Schuster. He still works for the 


agency but will not reveal in 
what capacity. He had this to 
say; "Rendlesham Forest is the 
most interesting and significant 
UFO incident, not least because 
of the reliability of the 
witnesses, most of whom were 
US Airforce personnel, coupled 
with corroboration that the 
object or objcct.s was tracked on 
military radar at RAF Wation 
and the physical evidence at the 
landing site itself — the damage 
to the trees, the indentations on 
the ground and the radiation 
readings which peaked in those 
indentations. It’s as good as 
evidence that I’ve seen of the 
evidence of extraterrestrials.” 

Unless, of course, it was 
simply surreally early PoS for 
the title en route to Gnndley's 
bookshop in Woodbridge. 


EVENING TIMES, Glascow, 
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Frightening 
taies of 
aliens in a 
Scots glen 

COULD alien beings be roaming 
the hills around East Kilbride? 

UFO witness Steven Holt from 
the Westwood district of the town 
believes he may have the evidence. 

Steven explained: “Me and some 
friends went out to the Darvel 
Road to look at the night sky. We 
saw this strange bright light In the 
woods straight ahead from where 
we’d stopped the car. 

“The light w’as shining from the 
edge of the forestry plantation and 
seemed to be stationery or maybe 
hovering. So we .started videoing it 
and noticed there was movement 
around It. Then w'e got a real 
fright. 

“One of my friends said that in 
the glow of the light he saw a 
group of strange shadow-like 
figures with weird heads. They 
looked like deformed humanoids. 

“It wasn’t funny. He got such a 
fright he has refused to have 
anything to do with UFOs again. 

“We had a look at the site in 
daylight and it really spooked us. 

A broad circular area of reeds and 
grass was flattened. Several metres 
of electrified fence alongside it had 
been knocked over. 


Scotland • Nov. 11, 2000 

“There were strange marks on 
(he ground like little footprints." 

The East Kilbride area was also 
the site of Scotland's weirdest 
incident - a bizarre being seen on 
the hills overlooking Calder Glen. 

■ Martin thought 

H of the creatvire 

H as a ‘goblin’ but 
was it an alien? 


Eyewitness Martin, who was out 
training his dog, recalls: “The 
creature came towards me through 
the heather. I could see that It was 
an owl shape, with a rounded head 
sunk into its shoulders. It seemed 
to be made of leather, partly 
wrinkled like a diver's suit and it 
was 20 to 22 inches in height. 

“It didn't have any arms, legs, 
nose or mouth and seemed to be 
gliding along, not making any 
sound. It looking like something 
skinned or plucked." 

Martin thought of the creature 
as a “goblin" but could he have 
encountered an alien dressed in a 
space suit? This would explain the 
lack of arms or legs and its 
strange shape. Maybe it was even 
moving on a motorised platform. 

In May. 1995, Mark Little was 
sitting in his top storey flat at 
around 9pm watching a 
commercial plane when he saw a 
red light emerge from behind It 
descend slowly, hover, then 
manoeu\Te in a snake like fashion 
before disappearing into Calder 
Glen. Later Stark and his mother 
saw a disc shaped UFO with port 
holes sitting on the higher land. 

Maybe, like the infamous 
Bonnybridge triangle, we are 
seeing the development of some 
kind of window into another 
dimension taking place in the 
East Kilbride area. 












Mervyn’s life-long quest 

to explain UFOs 

Ufologist keeps eye on military 


By TOM PHILLIPS 


“When you investigate UFOs you 
^ investigate people - and people lie.” 

p So says Mervynlwewell who has spent 40 
years chasing the mysterious flying 
§ objects. 

g It is a misconceptton that the only people 
m who do not believe in UFOs are cynics. 

P After sifting through mountains of docu- 
< ments analysing secrets and lies, it is often '' 
O the believers who fcecome the most cynical 
of all. 

Four decades of examining all kinds of 
unidentified objects has created in Mervyn 
Newell the simple belief that most things 
are not always what they appear. 

He lives in Greenhill. Herne Bay with his 
wife and three boysy and is co-ordinator of 
the East Kent UFO Research Unit. He 
works from home and speaks regularly to 


the media. “We get contacted by the press, 
radio. TV and local radio stations looking 
for features.” said Mervyn. "They only seem 
to be hiterested when they need a story, but 
it suits us because we enjoy the publicity." 

Whatever your stance, there is no denying 
the public’s fascination for people like 
Mervyn and his group. 

They are often seen as eccentrics with 
wildly-mad passions and fantasies. 


SCOTTISH 

X Piles 


I m^BY^ONHALUC^^^^ 

I Encounters 
I with ghouls 
land aliens 


MOIRA ROBERTSON of Garthdee 
in Aberdeen has been through a 
series of strange experiences 
which raise questions over where 
strange entities are coming from. 

Her first was when she was 17 
and living on the Abergeidie estate 
close to the Queen’s Balmoral 
residence. She recalls seeing “a 
glowing ball of light zig-zagging 
across this hill and jumping over 
my head like a bouncing ball". 

Then in 1977 she was living in 
Aberdeen and woke one morning 
thinking: “What a weird dream 
about being in that spaceship, 
especially as just before we left we 
splashed our faces with ‘water’.” 

“Then I saw clumps of grass and 
earth on the bed and felt wetness 
the texture of baby oil was over 
my naval area. Then I remembered 
being in the spacecraft, standing 
in a group. In the centre of the 
craft there was a huge glass 
container reaching high up. Inside 
were two huge tunnel shaped 
blocks with strange markings. A 
low platform had what looked like 
a heap of shop window dummies 
piled on it but I was ushered away 
before I could ask about it. It 
looked creepy.” 

Other times Moira’s experiences 
seem more ghostlike, “two figures 
by the bed, dressed in some sort of 
uniform with a plate half way over 
their faces with hinges at ear 




I thouglit,what 
a weird dream 
about being in 
that spaceship 


level”, which sounds more like 
Roman soldiers than spacemen. 

Just as hard to explain is 
Eleanor Harvey’s bizarre 
encounter at her home at 
Glasgow’s Cumnock Road in July, 
1971, as she watched rush hour 
traffic outside. 



CO-ORDINATOR: Mervyn Newell 


“I heard a noise as if something 
had landed on the roof and what 
sounded like the engine of a small 
aircraft being switched off. A thin 
beam of light shone through the 
window and hit me above the eyes. 

“Then a face appeared. It looked 
beautiful but sad. I could make out 
silver hair, shoulder length, a 
moustache and neat beard. He 
wore a long gown and leather 
sandals, he raised his hand with 
the palm facing out in what looked 
like a gesture of peace.” 

Then came a scratching sound 
and a noise like a motor being 
started, then a rattle on the roof. 
Eleanor ran to the window but 
couldn’t see anything to explain 
the encounter. 

Spiritualist and psychic healer 
Terry Salter speaks both to spirits 
of the dead and alien beings. His 
contact on ‘the other side’. White 
Eagle, beamed three aliens into a 
Lossiemoth guesthouse bedroom 
to meet Terry in December 1997. 

Terry reported: “There were 
three, two about 4ft tall the other 
3ft 6in, very thin but humanoid 
with large eyes. I wasn’t sure if 
they were dressed in rubber suits 
or if I was seeing their skin. They 
were an olive yellow colour.” 


To label Mervyn as merely a UFO ‘nut’ 
ignores the huge amount of detailed 
research that only the truly dedicated 
would attempt to delve into. 

But scepticism goes with the territory. 

“We get a lot of people who say ‘let’s go 
and upset the UFO boys’,” Mervyn added. 
“But we don’t immediately jump to conclu¬ 
sions. we work on a scientific basis of proof. 

“We come across problems because we 
don’t go along with the general format of 
UFO study. Our group is considered a loose 
cannon. 

“And we distance ourseives from other 
groups because ibis counter productive. 

“'There is a lot people involved in Ufology 
for the money - many of the books pub¬ 
lished are codswallop. It’s a bit of a mine- 
neld." 

A large part of his work involves research 
into sightings and keeping a very close eye 
on the military. 

‘"The Government would much rather have 
us chase aliens than its secret projects," he 
said. “About 95 per cent of UFO sightings 
can be explained away, which leaves us with 
five per cent to investigate. 

“Sightings in east Kent have dropped by 87 
per cent now that the RAF has pulled out of 
Manston. 'The actual increase nationally Is 
phenomenal. 

The public don’t know the half of it. 'The 
question must remain, ‘what are these 



things’? 

’The Government 
has to realise that they 
r- are not all alien craft. If they 
were, why do none of them stop for 

tea?" 

Mervyn often encounters Government 
officials and has a great distrust of those in 
the highest positions of power. 

“I believe that technology on this planet 
is 50 years more advanced than the public 
realise,” he continued. 

“Nuclear power was discovered in 1919, but 
was not made public knowledge until 1969. 

“The Stealth Bomber was in service for 
eight years before anyone knew about it. 

“In this country, there are documents 
from the Second World War that won’t be 
released until 2042. 

“Obviously, the Government can t tell us 
everything, but the Americans have been 
interested in building saucer-shaped craft 
and disks since 1955.1 have the documenta¬ 
tion to prove it. 

“We’re not going to give away military 
secrets and I know it’s a fine line. All I’d 
like to see is the truth about UFOs. 

“A little bit of truth, then I could take up 
fishing and forget about it.” 

Mervyn’s passion is curbed by his profes¬ 
sionalism. The UFO hysteria is a multi- 
million dollar industry and his group want 
no part of it. 

Mervyn takes care to maintain his credi¬ 
bility in this fickle environment. He won’t 
disclose how many members are in his unit, 
but he does admit to having qualified 
physicists in the team. 

“I’m a ufologist but I’m not a stupid ufol¬ 
ogist. If we get more scientists involved, we 
could get the mumbo-jumbo merchants out 
of ufology. , „ 

“Generally. I’ve found that those who know 
don’t talk and those who talk don’t know.” 

Mervyn’s response to the UFO has been 
carefully considered. “'There is no single 
answer to the UFO mystery,” he said. 

“The conclusion I’ve come to is that they 
are military spy machines. 'The alien theory 
can’t be dlscoimted, but it doesn’t add up. 

“There is deBnltely, in my view, a maMive 
orchestration of these things - and all I 
want to know is who’s doing the conduct- 
ing.” 
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More UFO sigtings 
over the Dales... 


...but mystery will probably never be solved 


By 


™e mystery of UFO sight¬ 
ings in the Derbyshire Dales 
over recent weeks looks set to 
remain so, according to the 
Phenomenan Research 

Association. 

There have now been 13 unex¬ 
plained sightings reported to the 
Mercury over the last two months, 
ranging from bright white lights to 
a flying saucer caught on video¬ 
tape. 

Since last week's story, two more peo- 

le have come forward, saying they saw 

right lights in the skies over Matlock 
and Tissington. 

Now Alan Hitchcock, an honorary 
member of the Phenoiirenan Research 
Association, has spoken out about the 
mystery. 

He said: "Certain areas get more atten¬ 
tion than others and Derbyshire has had 
more than its fair share with the Bonsall 
and Stanton Moor area getting quite a 
lot of sightings over a number of years. 

This is common. It comes in waves 


Andy Darlington 

then dies down. Then it will re-appear 
somewhere else in the country or anoth¬ 
er country." 

Mr Hitchcock laid he had no idea why 
the UFOs were Visiting' the Dales. 

He added: "Pef>ple like to think they're 
invaders from outer space but I rrever 
came to that conclusion myself. 

"Some people find it frighterring and 
it's been known to give people mental 
problems. 

"All the stuff the Govenuncnt give you 
that there's no such thing, I don't believe 
at all. I'm sure there will be more 
reports. 

'I've never got sny answers M if aiiy- 
orre ever finds oxA what it is, they will be 
the first." 

The latest sighting was over Matlock 
on the evening of November 13 at 
6.40pm. 

A 44-year-old Matlock man, who does 
not wish to be named, spotted a bright 
white light over the Hurst Fann Estate. 


He described it as silent and brighter 
than any star with no navigation lights. 

After watching for five seconds, the 
man said it seemed to shrink and com¬ 
pletely disappear. 

"It was impressive," he remarked. 
There's no reasonable explanationi as to 
what it was so it must have been a UFO. 

"1 do believe in UFOs and Matlock 
seems to be very popular at the 
moment 

"Fm looking at it very seriously but 1 
don't thirdc we're in any danger." 

A 38-year-old Bakewell man, who also 
wisheo to remain anonymous, saw 
another strarrge light around five weeks 
ago over RowsIct. 

He watched for five minutes as a 
bright white light seemed to shine 
through the clouds at around 4.30pin. 

He said: "1 thought it nnay be the sun 
setting but that was further over. I don't 
really know what it was." 

And mum-of-two Jacky Swift (32) 
from Momington Rise, Matlock said she 
had a close encounter on October 21. 

Shortly after 7.15pm, she was travel¬ 
ling along the Ashbourne road close to 
Tissington when she saw a light show in 


the sky. 

She described a series of white beams 
which filled the skies for 20 minutes. 

They were behind the clouds," she 
remarked. "It wasn't lightening 
although they were sporadic bursts of 
light." 

The only possible explanation so far 
has come from Stanton Lees pensioner 
Terry Green who saw a similar light 
show over Rowsley. 

The irwired mecharuc claims the lights 

were simply 
lazers which 
may have come 
from a party in 
the Sheffield 
area. 

Have you 
seen any 

strange lights 
in the 

Derbyshire 
Dales skies? If 
so, call one of 
our reporters 
on (01£29) 

582432. 
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UFOs 


The Bonnybridge Triangle 

H Tht Bonnybridge 

Triangle? You're telling 
me that the skies of 
central Scotland are 
being darkened by 
mysterious goings-on? 
Pull the other one. 

I'm afraid this one's for 
real. Apparently, there 
have been no fewer than 
60,000 recorded UFO sightings in the 
Bonnybridge area over the years, leading local 
boffins to name the area after the more famous 
Bermudan equivalent. 

And don't tell me, the sudden rise In sightings 
correlates to an equivalent boom In the malt 
whisky trade. 

All contraire. In fact, with Bonnybridge rapidly 
becoming the unrivalled centre of extra-terrestrial 
activity over Britain, a local councillor is keen to 
cash in on the opportunities the sightings offer. 
You mean that local government Is going to Invest 
In a state-of-the-art research laboratory, packed 
with gizmos for communicating with visitors? 

Er... not exactly. In fact, councillor Billy Buchanan 
- who has long campaigned for Bonnybridge to 
become the official UFO capital of the world - is 
planning a theme park to celebrate the area’s 
unique alien heritage. Recently teaming up with a 
North American firm. Catalyst Entertainment, 
Buchanan is scheduled to hold a public meeting 
this week to sell the idea to the Scottish Tourist 
Board, local authorities and employers. 

OK, so Buchanan's a prankster from the Raving 
Loony Party, hoping to bring an appendix on 
Inter-planetary relations Into next year's election 
manifesto.. 


Nope. Perhaps unsurprisingly, Billy “Close 
Encounter" Buchanan operates outside party 
politics, sitting as an independent on Falkirk 
Council. In fact, to show the world he's serious, 
he is even tabling plans to twin the town of 
Bonnybridge with Roswell, the US city linked to 
many of the world's most famous UFO sightings 
and the alleged site of a hona fide alien crash¬ 
landing. 

Oh that. Wasn’t all that Roswell hoo-ha Just the 
result of some guy with sunstroke and a skin-full 
of moonshine stumbling on the remains of a 
dishevelled weather balloon? 

Whatever. Besides, Buchanan is no ordinary 
councillor. He can testify to seeing one of the 
area’s more remarkable visitors first-hand. 

You mean he fell asleep during a conference on 
the state of local drainage and dreamed about 
having a go at the helm of the Millennium Falcon. 
Hardly proof positive of an alien civilisation, I 
fear. 

Oh, come on. This is serious. Buchanan claims he 
witnessed a “craft as big as a battle ship", 
hovering 12 miles north-east of Grangemouth. He 
also mentioned that it was orangey-yellow in 
colour. Unfortunately, despite Buchanan’s 
exhaustive efforts to capture the pulsating craft 
on video, it “sped off in the direction of Fife" 
before he could take comprehensive footage of it. 
Mmm. I still can't sec Mulder and Scully tabling 
plans to stake out Bonnybridge High Street. 

Stop being so cynical. Besides, there is a more 
serious side to all this. Following the demise of 
the area s heavy industry, Buchanan hopes that 
capitalising on Bonnybridge’s UFO sightings will 
bring fresh cash into the economy, bringing 
about a “millennium revolution" in the region’s 
fortunes. After all, with the town already boasting 
eight National Lottery jackpot winners, it looks 
like Bonnybridge has long been benefiting from 
the unexpected 


I ‘Burned by 
^the aliens’ 

* "pxURJNG our research 
•g JLrinlo UFO phenomena, a 
j matter that has kept us fully 
^ occupied over the last six 
•u years, we came across a 

f number of UFO incidents 
that have taken place 
E around the Bournemouth 
p area. 

g One in particular involved a 
O Mrs Ethel Field who, 

O" according to the publicity at 
Z the time, had been bum^ 
ui by close contact with an 
^ “^ien spaceship". The 
^ Coastguards had also con- 
Q firmed the sighting of the 
UFO. 


As a result of a previous 
appeal, we were pul in 
touch with Mr Lnlie Harris, 
who was responsible for 
running a Bournemouth- 
based UFO Group back in 
the 1970s. His assistance to 
us in this matter, and other 
incidents, has been invalu¬ 
able. 

We would like to know if 
any of your readers have 
knowledge of the current 
whereabouts of the follow¬ 
ing people whom we would 
like to contact; 

• Merita Leslie. 

• Anthony Charles Boys. 

• Mr Terence Broadbank 
(ex-astronomer). 

• Mr Terry Burnell. 


JOHN HANSON. PO Box 
6371, Birmingham B48 TRW 
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‘UFO threat put our 
prisons on red alert’ 



YO LJ 

CAN’T TELL 
TH C 

PEOPLE 


R £ N O L r. ^ 1-4 A M 
r O R C 5 T 
LI r O M Y r* T f. R Y 


NEW THEORY: Author Georgina Bruni, left, and the book 
about the Rendlesham Mystery, You Can’t Tell The People 


THE mystery over the 
alleged UFO sightings 
at Rendlesham Forest 
20 years ago has taken 
a hoist loith the 
publication of a new 
book. 

RICHARD SMITH 

reports on the author’s 
conclusions. 

THREE prisons were 
placed on a red alert in 
December 1980 with the 
possibility all prisoners 
would have to be evacuat¬ 
ed, claims Georgina 
Bruni in her book. 

Former prison officers and 
inmates have told how 
Blundeston, Highpoini and 
Hollcslcy Bay jails were pul on 
alert on December 27 in case a 
pos-sible incident of ‘national 
security' occurred that night. 

The evacuation never look 
place, but these reports attracted 
the attention of former Chief of 
Defence staff Lord Hill-Norton. 

I le asked the Government on 
October 23, 1997 whether staff 
at Highpoint Hrison in Suffolk 
received instructions to prepare 
for a possible evacuation of the 
prison at that time, and why’.’ 

In reply Lord Williams of 
Mostyn said prison records were 
not available. He added that the 
governor’s Journal could not be 
found cither. 

But Ms Bruni savs in her 


book: “1 concluded they were 
preparing for the worst - a pos¬ 
sible biological hazard posed by 
alien contact. In the event of 
such a threat, the prisons would 
be used as isolation uniLs." 

She believes the authorities 
were extremely concerned a 
UFO. which had been sighted 
twice, was about to return. 

“They wanted to make sure 
the prisons were on alert in case 
something happened. Where 
you have a possible crisis, the 
first thing you want to do is to 
move the prisoners to a .safer 
location,” said Ms Bruni. 

“I think this w;ts related in 
some way to the UFOs because 
there was nothing else happen¬ 
ing in that area at that time." 

Ms Bruni only spends a few 
pages out of her 4()0-plus page 
b<x)k You Can't Tell The People, 
the sixth book about the 
Rendlesham UFO, on this 


intriguing theory. 

The title is a reference to 
what Lady Thatcher said to Ms 
Bruni when when they were dis¬ 
cussing the UFO phenomenon. 
She said: “You must have the 
facts and you can’t tell the peo¬ 
ple.” 

Ms Bruni, from London, first 
became interested in the UFO 
during 1997, the 50th anniver¬ 
sary of the Roswell incident in 
New Mexico. It was believed 
alien bodies were recovered at a 
crash site in 1947, but 50 years 
later the United States Air Force 
said they were test dummies. 

Ms Bruni said: “People were 
beginning to call Rendlesham 
the British Roswell and that is 
why I took a real interest.” 

'The book examines the 
claims by witnes-ses who saw an 
object on legs hovering over the 
forest for many hours. It appar¬ 
ently touched down and small 


beings came out 

A witness uncovered by Ms 
Bruni is Gary Collins, who lives 
at nearby Capel St Aiidrew. 

He said: “I looked up to see 
what appeared to be a 30-foot 
object hovering about 60 feet 
above me. 

“I can only describe its under¬ 
side, which seemed to be trian¬ 
gular-shaped, black in colour, 
and dripping liquid. 

“Suddenly it went at an angle, 
slowly, then took off at tremen¬ 
dous speed.” 

New information also comes 
fiom Sgl Rick Bobo, wbo was 
stationed in the Bentwaters 
tower and watched the so-called 
UFO for five hours. 

He said: “There were several 
lights and there was this huge 
ship over the forest. It seemed to 
be very low with lots of red and 
blue lights on it and 1 saw some¬ 
thing come away fiom it and 
land in amongst the trees.” 

The Ministry of Defence has 
constantly said there was never a 
threat to Britain's air defences. 

But Ms Bruni insisted: “We 
cannot be sure there was an 
alien crew, but the fact that a 
craft of unknown origin landed 
in Rendlesham Forest should no 
longer be in dispute. 

She will talk about her book 
at the Woodbridge Community 
Centre at 7.30pm on November 
23 in an event organised by 
Browsers bookshop in the 
Thoroughfare. 

INTERNET UNK8 

www.berr1waters.org.uk 
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I Strange ice rings 

• baffle researchers 

£ 
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; Unidentified 
I frozen objects 

O - 

<s 

Bv Jim Bronskill 

OTTAWA • Mysterious ice rings 
e in Ontario and Quebec are baf- 
I fling investigators tracking the 
^ appearance of strange circles in 
t-' ponds and fields across Canada. 

Cold, hard facts about the fiozen 
^ phenomena are scarce, making it 
< tooearlytotelliftheringsarerelat- 
Q ed to their better-known cousins, 
F the crop circles that continue to 
z tmn up in farmers’ fields world¬ 
wide, says a newly released report 
Two rural ice-ring cases are 
among 11 sightings described in 
the Canadian Crop Circle Re¬ 
search Network’s annual summa¬ 
ry report for 2000 . The network, 
a non-profit organization, collects 
information about circles from 
fanners and other contributors. 

The round ice formations have 
been documented only rarely in 
Canada, the U.S., Germany and 


Russia, said Paul Anderson, the 
network’s Vancouver-based direc¬ 
tor. ‘We’re lucly if we hear of one.” 

Early last December, a woman 
in the eastern Ontaido town of 
Delta awoke to find an ice ring al¬ 
most five metres in diameter on 
the pond behind the family bam. 

“She just swore up and down 
that it wasn’t there the night be¬ 
fore,” said Mr. Anderson. “When 
they went out at six in the morn¬ 
ing there it was, a perfect ring.” 

He said the ice was apparently 
too thin to walk on, making a hoax 
unlikely. “How someone would do 
that from the shore, I don’t know.” 

Another circle, on Lac Pelletier, 
in Quebec’s Laurentian moun¬ 
tains, was reported in November 
by a visiting British researcher. A 
series of circles and rings was dis¬ 
covered on the same lake in 1999 , 
the report says. 

One theory suggests an ice ring 
is formed by a current flowing in¬ 
to a pond. It moves in a circle and 
affects the freezing pattern, said 
Mr. Anderson. “That’s the only ex¬ 
planation that makes any sense.” 



CATHIE WHITTAKZK / THE UUHAJ. 

Is it a hoax? The ice in this pond in Delta, OnL, is too thin to walk on. 


Though round patterns have 
shown up in ice, grass, dirt, clay 
banks and sand, crop circles re¬ 
main the most common rings. Of 
the various types of circles report¬ 
ed last year, seven were foimd in 
Saskatchewan, two in Ontario, one 
in Manitoba and one in Quebec. 

A number of the formations fea¬ 
tured “significant physical anom¬ 
alies” such as deformed, twisted 
seed heads on many of the stalks 
in a dumbbell-shaped pattern 
discovered last August at Moo- 
somin,Sask. 

As with a set of circles found 
near Orillia, Ont., dogs refused to 
go near the formation, the report 
says. The camera of a man who 
investigated a circle near Saska¬ 
toon failed to work properly in¬ 


side the formation, while shots 
taken outside were normaL 

The odd occurrences suggest 
that whatever mi gh t be responsi¬ 
ble for the circles emanates a 
form of electrostatic energy, said 
Mr. Anderson. 

The report says some cases, like 
the July, 2000 , report of 20 to 25 
circles that appeared in the fields 
of an Alameda, Sask., farmer in 
1999 , simply come too late for re¬ 
searchers to study first-hand. 

“Cases like this reaffirm oiu'opin¬ 
ion that a significant number of 
formations, mainly single circles or 
small groups of circles, never get 
reported at all. Therefore, they re¬ 
main uninvestigated, and maybe ^ 3 
more common than we think.” 

Southam News 







I More 
spooky 
? sightings 

1 in West 

f. Cumbria 

g -pj EPORTS of UFO sightings 
E 1^ and suange aerial phenom- 
^ A X.cna in West Cumbrian 
•g skies are on the increase, accord- 
O mg to local paranormal investiga- 
^ tor Sharon Larkin. 

* Sharon, who has attracted 
national and international attention 

2 'Aith her claims that the area is a 
P hotbed of UFO activity, told the 

Times Jc Star that she is currently 
O receiving an average of three calls a 
Z week from people saying they have 
^ seen unidentified Hying objects. 

Qj ‘There is always someone seeing 
UJ 'i>niething. People arc quite willing 
flO to ring me up with information and 
S nil m sighting repon forms," she 

^ "Sightings usually involve either 
H cigar-shapcd craft, silver balls i)r 
W) discs and most are spotted over the 
y Solway Firth. They seem to be con 
^ cenu^ted in the Flimby and Mary- 
port area," she added. 

However. .st)me of the most inter¬ 
esting reports Sharon has received 
recently were in the Workington 
area. 


A witness in Stainburn spotted a 
King silver-coloured cylindrical 
object moving slowly across the sky 
at about 9.40am on September 30. 
The object was observed for several 
minutes before it disappeared out of 
view, it appeared to have been head¬ 
ing in the direction of Keswick. 

A mysterious black sphere was 
seen over SchiKisc Farm in Working- 
ton at about 4.4Spm on September 1 
According to the witness’s repon it 
was being followed closely by a red 
light and both hovered over the roof 
of a house lor some lime before 
moving out of sight. Sharon said it 
was the latest in a scries of sightings 
over this area. 

^ young woman contacted 
Sharon recently to say that she and 
her children had seen a round, silver 
object moving across the sky above 
MuKirclose back in August. The 
object was sp(Mted during the early 
afternoon and the woman initially 
thought It was a plane. But she was 
>ht)cked at the irregular way it 
moved - stopping suddenly, then 
changing direction quite erratically 
rsv-forc disappi-anng. 

Sharon said one of the most spec¬ 
tacular sightings reported to her 
recently happened in Silloth during 
mid-August The witness was sitting 
in his car Uxiking over the sea 
towards Scotland. It was about Spm. 
there was a beautiful sunset and a 
few clouds in the sky when suddenly 
two disc-shaped objects came into 
view. He described them as just sit¬ 
ting there, stationary, with the sun 
reflecting off them. They were very 
large and close together and he 
watched them for over an hour until 
it grew dark and they vanished from 
view. The sighting was also reported 
by another member of the public. 


Sharon is investigating the reports 
to see if they are connected to 
another sighting which was origi¬ 
nally reported to the Southampton 
UFO group. It was from a man from 
Hampshire who was on holiday with 
his family in Silloth in August. He 
claims to have seen a black or very 
dark grey clliplical-shapcd object 
hovering abt>ut I50fi above the sea. 
The sighting was made just before 
11pm on August 22. 

• Sharon Larkin is the invesiiga- 
tions/adminisiralion director of Nonh 
West Cumbria UFO Research and 
Investigations and a member of Cen¬ 
tral Investigations into Paranormal 
Activity and PROJECT FT 
(Research into Flying Triangles). She 
can be contacted on 0778 8543850. 


UFOs find 
Earth handy 

UFOs may be using weath¬ 
er sateUites for their own 
purposes, claims a top 
American scientist. 

Researcher Philip 
Imbrogno says objects are 
regularly pictured by 
some of the 2.000 satellitei, 
now in orbit. 

Imbognu. who has l)ei;n 
investigating UFO’s fur 15 
years, says he’s seen on a 
monitor a classic disc-like 
object hovering above 
F.arth, and wants the US 
government to admit that 
UFOs exist. 
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QUEBEC SEniO 
DEFEND HUMAN 
CLONING BEFORE 
U.S. CONGRESS 


By Graeme Hamilton 

MONTREAL • The leader a# a 
Quebec-based sect that believes 
aliens created human life in outer- 
space laboratories has been invited 
to testify tomorrow before a U.S. 
Congress sub-committee on hu¬ 
man doning. 

Rad, the Fk«ndh-bom founder of 
the Radian Movement, is among a 
select group of 15 scientists, edfi- 
^ cists and religious leaders sum- 
moned to Washington for a one- 
^ day hearing on the safety and 
Q cal issues surrounding cloning. 

„ Last year, the Radians Rn« 
2 nounced the creation of a compaity 
C called Clonaid to help would-%e 
w parents who want a doned child. 
^ Th^ claim to have a laboratory^ 
. the United States where work hiis 
begun to produce a clone.of a 10- 
Q month-old boy who died last year 
(L during a routine operation. 

Though their project has been 
< met with skepticism elsewhere^ 
^ the U.S. Congress is taking themtrt 
2 their word. “There’s a legitimate 
^ concern that they may just doit,’’ 
Z said Peter Sheffidd, a spokesman 
for the House Energy and CdVn- 
mercc Committee. “You need te 
take seriously the prospect that a 
group Hke this could sucked.” 

Rad was known as Claude VoriK 
hon before 1973, when he says hd 
was taken aboard a spacecraft and 
taught the tenets of what would 
become the Raelian Movement. 
He said yesterday that it is dtily 
“logical” that he and Brigitte 
selier, Gonaid’s scientific director, 
should appear befrae Congress. 
“That is y/hy I 
told Brigitte 
Boisselier to 
choose die 
United States, 
because I knew 
it was the coun¬ 
try that respect¬ 
ed freedom the 
most in the 
world-” Rad 

He warned he 

would challenge government rego^ 
lation of human doning up to the 
US Supreme Court, if necessary. 

“It is not a question of being for or 
against human cloning. It is 
whether we are for or against sci¬ 
entific freedom. Nobody has the 
right to control sdence,” he said. 

Arthur Caplan, director of the 
Center of Bioethics at the Universi¬ 
ty of Pennsylvania, who has also 
l^n invited to testify, said he was 
surprised to learn he would be 
sharing the floor with Rad. He 
considers the Raelians’ doning 
claim a publicity stunt and says 
they are last on his list of pieople 
most likely to produce a clone. 

National Post 
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GLOUCESTER INDEPENDENT, 
Gloucestershire, England 
Oct. 19, 2000 

UFO sighting 

MADAM - I am a retired police officer who 
has been researching the UFO phenomenon for 
a number of years and am interested in an inci¬ 
dent which took place in the Birdlip area, out¬ 
side Cheltenham, on July 2I. 1953, when the 
Rev G T Haigh, who was then vicar of 
Oakridge, near Stroud, witnessed a most 
unusual phenomenon on his way home. 

The sighting of the unidentified object was 
also witnessed by a police officer on night duty 
and a GPO mail van driver. 

Can any reader assist me with any of the wit¬ 
nesses concerned, or who have knowledge of 
the incident, irrespective of the fact that this 
took place more than 47 years ago? 

John Hanson 
PO Box 6371, Birmingham, B48 7RW. 

14 


SUNDAY INDEPENDENT, Plymouth, England - Sept. 24, 2000 


‘Ignore vandals’ antics 
and look at real cases’ 


emP CONCERN: Fakes are preventing people from taking crop circles seriously, says Roy Dutton sposa 


A FORMER apaca- 
ahip scientist yes¬ 
terday condemned 
the hoMors behind 
fake crop circles. 

Roy Dutton says that fak¬ 
ers who have attaitted fab¬ 
ricating huge corn sculp¬ 
tures are nothing more th^ 
vandals, obscuring the real 
scientific issues. ■ 

He said: T cannot under¬ 
stand why the antics of 
these overgrown schoolboy 
vandals £U^ considered to be 
so worthy. 

‘Apart from anything else, 
why are farmers not queu¬ 
ing up to prosecute them for 
wilful damage?' 

Mr Dutton, from the Cen¬ 
tre for Crop Circles, worked 
in the Future Projects De¬ 
partment at British Aero¬ 
space before retiring, and 
has spent years studying 
crop circles all over the 
country. 

He is also deeply inter¬ 
ested in UFOs, although he 
says that he has never wit¬ 
nessed one himself. 

In 1991, he was putting the 
finishing touches to a book 
about the phenomenon, but 
the publishers pulled the 
plug at the last minute after 
fakers came forward and 
the mystery surrounding 
crop circles was shattered. 

Mr Dutton, who lives in 
Torquay, said: ‘People wr¬ 
ongly think that all of them 
are fakes now, but some of 
them are genuine. 

‘And while these hoaxers 
are obscuring the real is¬ 
sues. no-one will take the 
real crop circles seriously. 

‘All of the real ones foUow 
the same mathematical 
rules, even though they look 
quite different to each 


▼ By JON COUCH 

other,' said the 65 year-old. 
There are other differences 
between the real thing and 
the fakes that are quite ob¬ 
vious when you look.' 

Fakers use large boards to 
stamp out their creations in 
com and other crops, which 
they design using comput¬ 
ers. 

Genuine 

Tve seen a lot of the fakes 
over the years and the dam¬ 
age caus^ to the plant stem 
is quite different from the 
real thing as well as the pat¬ 
tern. 

‘When you study the 
stems under a microscope 
you can clearly see they are 
not broken in the genuine 
crop circles, but simply laid 
flat. In the fake ones, the 
stems are bent and cr¬ 
ushed.' 

A force gently lays the 
crop down in the genuine 
article which have been 
found in many parts of the 
country, including Somerset 
and Devon, he says. 

Technology 

‘Major problems arise in 
identiftdng the nature of the 
corn-flattening stimulus 
involved in genuine circles 
because, to my knowledge, 
no such stimulus exists. 

‘However, the existence of 
the real ones proves that the 
technology is currently 
available to someone, some¬ 
where. 

‘There are several groups 
who are doing the fakes. 

‘They think it’s a chal¬ 
lenge but the fact of the mat¬ 
ter is they are preventing 
people from taking crop cir¬ 
cles seriously.' 
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Things could be looking up for star-gazing residents of Britain’s UFO capital 



town 


T he town could not be more ordi¬ 
nary - flat-fronted brick bungalows 
with fitted curtains and PVC double- 
glazing, bus-stops with plastic seats 
looking on to trimmed green verges. 
It is enough to make your head spin. 
Strangely, it is not heads that are spinning 
here, but Unidentified Flying Objects. More 
than 60,000 sightings have b^n made in the 
town of Bonnybridge, near Falkirk in 
central Scotland, since 1991. 

Locals spend their nights standing on purpose- 
built platforms gazing at the sky. They bring pic¬ 
nics, drink beer, and share stories. Some 
sightings sound like hallucinations until you see 
the video footage. They have been variously 
described as “like floating loaves of bread” or “like 
eyes”, and the films show strange, translucent 
forms of light shuddering through the air. 
Sometimes the UFOs stay still, move up, move 
down or blink their lights seductively. They 
inspire awe and terror. 

“We are the UFO capital of the world,” says local 
councillor Bill Buchanan. “The Muslims have 
Mecca. UFO enthusiasts have Bonnybridge.” Mr 
Buchanan wants to twin Bonnybridge with 
Roswell, the American town that has become syn¬ 
onymous with other-worldly encounters. “I spoke 
with the mayor of Roswell last week,” he says. 
“Let’s just say that we have made progress.” In 
1947. grey, bulbous 
“humanoids” were 
reportedly found 
crushed under a 
space ship in Roswell, 

New Mexico. 

Bonnybridge can’t 
compete with the 
mystery, conspiracy 
theories and sheer 
spectacle surround¬ 
ing this incident. But 
still, it is trying. 

“We want to build a 
high-tech theme park 
here, catering for 
20,000 visitors a 
week,” says Mr Buch¬ 
anan. “We can’t guar¬ 
antee that they will 
see a UFO. But we can 
guarantee hospital!- 


This big 
white light 
the size gf 
aiumbejet 
appeared 
and started 
follewingme’ 


ty." The theme park, featuring virtual reality rock 
et rides, is expected to cost in the region of 
£250million. “Not everyone in Bonnybridge is 
happy about the proposal." admits Mr Buchanan. 
“But when they see how much the town could gain 
from new jobs, tourism and industry they will 
change their minds.” 

The Bonnybridge UFO phenomenon began with 
a normal family evening. "It was 1991,” remem 
bers Neil Malcolm, the eldest son of the Malcolm 
family, owners of a local restaurant "1 was driving 
down the street when this big white light the size 
of a jumbo jet appeared above me. It started fol 
lowing me. 1 was afraid. I didn't know what it was." 

His mother. Ann. takes over the story. "I was sit¬ 
ting right here.” she says. “Neil burst in looking 
like he’d been in a car crash. I ran outside to take 
a look at this so-called ‘w'hite light’. It was there for 
a long time.” Her daughter-in-law grabbed a video 
camera and filmed the event. 

Neil was badly disturbed by the incident. “I 
couldn’t speak about it to anyone. When people 
asked me what happened I would just say 'noth 
ing’.” Now even his mother is reluctant to speak 
about the sighting, which belies cynical rumours 
that the family are only "seeing ” UFOs to promote 
their restaurant business. "1 get tired of people 
saying to me; 'Have you seen any more green aliens 
recently?”’ she complains indignantly. “It belittles 
our experiences.” 

Soon afterwards. Joe Ivemeiti, owner of a fish and 
chip shop near bonnybridge, endured his first 
encounter with a UFO at a barbecue. “A group of 30 
of us were sitting in the garden when this UFO just 
appeared out of the sky It looked like a ball of light 
going backwards and forwards, up and down. Then 
more came about 16 in all Helicopters don't do 
that - well certainly not at that speed.” The specta¬ 
cle went on for three hours. 

"I’ve been stopped by police in the middle of the 
night.” adds Mr Lemetti. "I tell them I am looking 
for UFOs and they let me go. So far I’ve had 12 to 15 
different sightings. The last one was a year ago.” Mr 
Buchanan mentions casually that he has seen 10. “1 
could see more, but I’m too busy to go out every 
night to look at the sky.” 

Investigator Malcolm Robinson is associated with 
the British UFO Research Association, He is a first 
port of call for anyone who has spotted a UFO. and 
was the first to be approached by the Malcolms. 

He can distinguish "time-wasters” by their hodv 
language and the books under their chairs. "Thev 
usually want to get on television,” he explains. If he 
is unsure about their credibility, he’ll sift through 
the evidence. “1 check with the air force to make 
sure no aircraft liave been in the area. Then with the 
Ministry of Defence. My job is to make sur^that the 
sceptics are satisfied.’' Ninety-five iwi cent of all 
UFO sightings can be explained away. 

“The person may have spotted an aircraft ni a 
comet - all of which can appear perplexing viewed 
from the ground. WTiai fascinates me is the five pr‘r 
cent left over.” This amounts to six or seven genuine 
sightings a year, he says. The Malcolms' was one. 

B ut the case that most impressed him 
involved Gary Wood and Colin Wright. 
They were driving along the ATO between 
Edinburgh and W’est Lothian when a 
“black disc-shaped object” appeared before 
them, hovering over the road. A curtain of 
molten silver dripped on to their car and they were 
“catapulted into complete darkness”. 

Months later under hypnosis they "revealed” that 
small grey creatures had forcibly removed them 
from their car, taken them to a circular-shaped 
room, stripped them naked and subjected them to a 
’’medical examination”. Sounds like a dream? “I’ve 
never met two more honest to goodness gentlemen.” 
Mr Robinson insists. So w-hy has Bonnybridge 
become the Mecca of UFOs? “Well, it has more than 




(continued on page 16) 
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Its fair share of military establishments. Perhaps 
the UFOs are being used as surveillance.” says Mr 
Robinson. Many UTO researchers feel that the dis¬ 
proportionate number of sightings around military 
bases may be associated with intelligence gathering. 

However, astro-physicist Dr John Watkins, now a 
GP in south-east Wales, insists that multi-witness 
sightings ate an example of mass hysteria. The 
human mind is apt to play games, he explains. "It 
tries to make some kind of lo^c out of a pattern of 
occurrences which are not logical.” 

A Ministry of Defence spokeswoman chuckled at 
the mention of UFOs. “Our offlcial line is that we 
remain totally open-minded.” And your unofficial 
line? “We have no interest in UFOs at all," she said, 
bluntly. Then, hearing a sigh of disappointment, she 
added: “Unless of course Uiey constitute a threat to 
national security.” 

Mr Buchanan is philosophical about disbelievers. 
He can afford to be. His wife, a nurse and a scathing 
sceptic, has finally seen the light On January 2 this 
year she was driving home from work when a bright 
white gas emerged in her path. She didn't think 
about national security. She didn’t worry about 
being accused of hysteria. She didn’t freeze up in 
fear. Instead she kept on driving. “I Just knew that 
Billy would be pleased,” she says. 


Mystery 
thatstiU 
lies deep 
in the 
desert 


By < Mlc K 


R oswell would 
have remained 
a backwater In 
the New 
Mexico desert 
If it had not 
been for the events of 
Jnly 7y 1M7. 

On that a local 
farmer drove Into town 
to report the discovery of 
debris on Us land. He 
had found a 300fl gash In 
the groond, snrroonded 
by a scattering of silver 
metallic confetti over 
three quarters of a mile 
long. It appeared that an 
object had delivered the 
earth a glancing blow. 

Some 30 miles away 
embedded in the side of 
a low escarpment some 
campers separately 
claimed to have 
discovered a craft 
slightly larger than a 
helicopter. Inside this 
cigar-shaped craft 
according to witnesses, 
lay the bodies of 
extraterrestrial life 
forms. 

The sheriff told the 
local airforce base. After 
visiting the sites the base 
commander Issued a 
press release claiming a 
crashed flying saucer 
had been recovered. 

The local radio station 
immediately reported 
the news. But after that 
the truth became 
obscured in a sandstorm 
of controversy and a 
major slice of UFO 
folklore was enshrined. 

E*ick and mix as you 
wish from reports of 
aliens recovered alive 
and dead, authentic or 
faked films of autopsies 
and orders for small 
coffins, liquid metal and 
weather b^oons, 
intimidation of 
witnesses and vacuumed 
desert floors, cover-ups 
and conspiracies, 
hysteria and fabrication. 
The list - and the number 
of web sites - is endless. 

Whatever did happen 
out there turned a one- 
horse town in the New 
Mexico desert into a 
worldwide centre of UFO 
interest. That same 
commercial magic is 
about to be injected into 
the one-kllt town of 
Bonnybridge. 
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Do mystery 
diseases 
come from 
outer space? 

BACTERIA has been discovered 
floating high up in our atmosphere 
of a type unknown on our plajMt. 

Scientists speculate they could 
have come from a passing comet or 
asteroid - or even drifted millions of 
miles through space from a distant 
planeL 

And If there Is life on other 
worlds, could this have developed 
into cirtlisations more advanc^ 
than our own? 

Even simple 'alien* bacteria could 
provide the answer to mysteries 
which have baffled scienUsts for 
years. 

Take the disappearance of the 
dinosaurs. Almost overnight, 33 
million years ago. this group of 
animals vanished. 

A massive collision between the 
earth and a comet or asteroid has 
been fingered as the culprit 

But there’s a puzzle. Why were 
dinosaurs alone singled out for 
extinction? 

The answer could be disease. 
Viruses select certain types of 
creatures to attack. Just as cows 
alone are affected by BSE. 

So could it be that a bizarre alien 
illness was spread from the comet 
which collide with our planet? An 
illness which attacked only 
dinosaurs? 

Allen life forms would explain 
another bizarre phenomenon - the 
sudden appearance of one^)ff killer 
diseases. 

The 'Black Death* of the 1340s. 

I Maybe a bizarre 
alien illness 
killed off the 
dinosaurs? 

which killed millions across Europe 
and turned Scotland Into a human 
desert, has still never been 
explained. It come out of nowhere 
and vanished as quickly. 

It was labelled the bubonic 
plague and puzzles scientists even 
today as to what it really was. 

An illness like the plague turned 
up in Glasgow In the 1930s but 
unlike the 'Black Death* didn’t 
spread beyond a few cases - another 
medical puzzle. 

And since the 1900s 30 new killer 
have emerged, from 
legionnaires to ebola and BSE. 

Then there’s AIDS. 

Could all these illnesses be 
caused by alien bacteria - viruses 
Journeying across the vast distances 
of space to land on earth? 

But there could be a more 
sinister ans wer. For the last 50 
years the world has been swamped 
by UFO reports and thousands of 
sightings of alien entities. 

Many witnesses claim to have 
seen alien entities taking soil 
samples. 

In 1996, in Fife, several aliens 
appeared to be removing vegetation 
from a farmer’s field into a 
spacecraft Large numbers of 
sightings have also been reported 
over rivers and reservoirs. 

So could they be engaged in some 
weird experiment, or even be 
spreading illness by contaminating 
the planet? 
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UFO sightings high last year, 
but no alien abductions: report 


Secret milftaiy testing 
could be cause of 
Yukon boom: esqjert 


By Foster Smith 

British Columbia and the yiikon 
recorded unusually high sight¬ 
ings (rf UFOs in 2000, a year that 
kept researchers with Canada’s 
main UFO study group busy 
with the third hipest number of 
incidents in the 11-year hiatory of 
its annual report 

According to Chria Rutkowski, 
research co-ordinator for UFCR- 
ogy Research of Manitoba, or 
UFOROM, Britith Columbians 
reimrted 102 UFO sightings, 
wliRe Yukon residents claimed to 
have seen 26, numbers that he 
said are disproportionate in rela¬ 
tion to their respective popula- 
tiana. 

*1 auppoae people can come up 
with their own explanations 
about B.C.,* said Mr, Rutkowiki, 
a recreational UFOlogiat and 
■elf-proclaimed “open-minded 
skeptic* with an undergraduate 
depee in astronomy, 

“As far as the Yukon goes, itk 
very odd. The number of ai^t- 
inga ia usually rdathre to po|wla- 
tim density.* 

Ontario, with Canada’s largest 
population of more than 11 mil- 
uon people, should record the 
highM number of reports. How¬ 
ever, at 53 si^tin^, Ontario 
ranked second behind B.C., with 
itsMpulation of just over four 
miuioii.’Ihe yiikon’s 26 sittings 
plmrad the territory third in 
Canada, demite its population of 
30,600 residents. 

Mi. Rutkowski said the popu¬ 
larity of provincial groups like 


UFO BC, udiich has its own hot¬ 
line and Web site and whose 
members are monthly guests on 
a radio talk show, helps explain 
the propensity of UFO reports in 
that province. 

UFO investigators in the 
Yukon, meanwhile, suspect the 
jump in sightings and the num¬ 
ber cases involving triangular^ 
shaped flying objects may sug¬ 
gest the testing of secret military 
aircraft in the area, said Mr. 
Rutkowald. 

UFOROM compiles its data 
from reports filed to the researdi 
group by provincial counter¬ 
parts, police, and federal agen¬ 
cies like lysnsport Canada and 
the Department of National De¬ 
fence. 

Across Canada, reports of 
UFOs totalled 263 in 2000, 
ranking the year third behind 
1997, when 284 UFOi were 
sight^ and 1993, with its record 
489 sightings. 

In an average year, there are 
236 reported sittings, accord¬ 
ing UFOROM d^ 

Rutkowski said moat of the 
rn ghting i in 1993 were attributed 
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UFOs: two clooe encounters. 


to a cosmic fireball, or bolide, 
that penetrated the Earth’s at¬ 
mosphere above Canada. 
Similarly, the 263 sightings in 
2000 only produced 34 cases 
that remained unknown after 
further investigation by 
UFOROM and its provinci^ 
counteiparts. 

Of those 34, only 12 were con¬ 
sidered 'high-quality,” based on 
assessments that considered the 
reports for factem like the colour 
of the object that was seen, the 
reliability of the information that 
witnesses were able to provide, 
and the percdved strangeness of 
the incident. 

*If a person sees a light in the 
sky that doesn’t move and just 
sits there, chances are it’s a star 
and the strangeness of that re¬ 
port is pretty low,” said Mr. 
RutkowskL 

'But if they’re watching diis star 
and it gets bigger and bigger and 
turns out to be a saucer that 
lands next to them and two men 
with antennas get out, that’s a 
high strangeness event thath dif- 
to write off as a star.” 
Among the 263 reports across 
Canada were two close encoun¬ 
ters of the third kind, in which a 
witness saw figures or entities 
along with the UFO. 

In one sudi incident in Mission, 
B.C., s man claimed he saw a fly¬ 
ing saucer outside his home, in 
u^ch he observed a being that 
appeared human, clad in cover- 
aUa and staring back at him. 
According to the report, there 
were no reported alien abduc¬ 
tions in 2000. Mr. Rutkowski 
said such cases are diffeuh to ex¬ 
amine, since those alleging an 
abduction can rarely provide a 
time of day, a description of the 
UFO and a location. 

National Post 
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N.S. town’s new postmark 
pays homage to UFO visit 


KENT MESSENGER, 
Maidstone, England 
Nov. 10, 2000 

Any close 
encounters? 

WE ARE asking for help with our 
investigations into mysterious inci 
dents which have happened in 
Kent, forming part of our research 
into the UFO phenomenon. 

We have been examining cases 
involving motorists who have com¬ 
plained of being pursued by 
strange balls of light 
As a result of help from Mr Chris 
Rolfe, director of a UFO research 
group, we understand that similar 
cases have taken place in Kent, one 
involving a family from Gravesend, 
and another when a mysterious 
ball of light was seen hovering over 
a heavy goods vehicle just off the 
M2 

We are keen to know if readers 
have details of these incidents. 
Secondly, can anyone help with 
information about an occurrence 
on July 28. 199-4. involving thn-e 
men and a white van. who fouiul 
themselves in a fiehl off the A27 
between Meopham and (Iravestuur.’ 
Also, we are researching into the 
events of 1967. when a 19-year old 
apprentice electrician. David King, 
who was living at Shrubcote. 
Tenterden. managed to photograph 
an unidentified object outside the 
police station in Oaks Road 
At the time, two policemen. PC 
Peter Puckett and Det Con John 
Smythe, confirmetl the image of 
the object when the photo was 
taken. 

We would like help in tracing any 
of these three people please. 

John Hanson and Daw n Hollowa>. 

F.SR. PO Box 6371. Birmingham 
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It came from outer space — or 
Russia, or the United Slates. 


The locally designed ink stamp, 
used to mark and date outgoing 
mail, depicts a flying saucer hov¬ 
ering over water with a lighthouse 
and boat beneath it. The scene 
refers to an incident in 1967 in 
which an apparent UFO plunged 
into the bay near the town and 
sent tile RCMP, Coast Guard and 
townspeople on a fruitless search- 
and-rescue mission. 

“There are so many people com¬ 
ing in who are interested in hav¬ 
ing their picture taken here or 
having their mail stamped, 1 
though we needed something 
with a UFO design,” said post¬ 
master Cindy Nickerson, who 
came up with the idea for the 
stamp two years ago. The design 
is also being used on T-shirts, 
hats and commemorative wood¬ 
en nickels. 

At about 11:30 p.m. on Oct. 4, 
1967 , Laurie Wickens and three 
friends were driving home when 
they saw an orange light heading 
toward the water, and called police. 

“At first the cops didn’t want to 


By Les Pehkkaux 

Residents of Shag Harbour, N.S., 
will be mailing an image of a fly¬ 
ing saucer wdth every letter and 
package after Canada Post ap¬ 
proved a new postmark com¬ 
memorating a visit 34 years ago 
by an unidentified flying object 
The crash has become the sub¬ 
ject of popular lore, including a 
book, and has also made the town 
a toiuist draw. 


believe us, but then we found out 
another cop had seen it too,” Mr. 
Wickens recalled yesterday. 

He and several witnesses, in¬ 
cluding RCMP officers, watched 
the light floating on the water un¬ 
til it sank. An all-night search 
found nothing except a 600-me¬ 
tre strip of floating, yellow scum. 

No official explanation has been 
offered for the lights, but theo¬ 
ries at the time had a Cold War 
influence and involved a Russian 
spacecraft or submarine. Mr. 
Wickens believes it was a U.S. 
military plane. 

Canada Post has created many 
postmarks for communities, in¬ 
cluding a teddy bear hugging a 
heart for Love, Sask., and Anne of 
Green Gables for Cavendish, P.E.l. 

“It's a concept that goes over 
very well with collectors," said 
Tim McGurrin, spokesman for 
Canada Post. 

The ink stamp wll be officially 
unveiled in May. 
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FOLLOWING IN 


Cryptozoologist 
Lorsn Cotoman’t 
own toot rssts on 
a plastsr cast of a 
BIgfbot footprint 
found In Bluff 
Crask, Calif. 
(NEWS Photos by 
Anthony Robert 
La Psnna) 



Are you a 
Blgfoot? 

Place your 
foot here and 
see how you 
measure up 


Lorsn Coleman 
holda a plastar 
skull of 
GIgantopIthecus, 
which scientists 
believe to be the 
largest primate 
to have existed. 

K is believed 
to have lived S3 
million years 
ago. 



By Kristen Andresen 
Of the NEWS Staff 

oren Coleman doesn't 
need to worry about bur¬ 
glars in his Portland 
apartment. The big guy 
on the stairs is enough to 
scare them off. 

Eight feet tall, dark and not so 
handsome, the wooden model of 
Bigfoot stands guard near the 
entry, a gift from a witness who 
created the piece after a sighting 
in Ohio. It’s one of many “arti¬ 
facts” that Coleman has collected 
during his years of studying 
unknown creatures - Yeti (what 
people refer to as an abominable 
snowman), Sasquatch (the 


traditional Bigfoot), and the 
Loch Ness Monster. 

There’s a ncune for what he does: 
cryptozoology “the science of ’hid¬ 
den animals’” as defined in his 
book “Cryptozoology A to Z; The 
Encyclopedia of Loch Monsters, 
Sasquatch, Chupacabras and Other 
Authentic Mysteries of Nature.” 
And there are many names for 
what he studies, not just Bigfoot, 
the umbrella term under which 
most people tend to lump them all 
together. 

“You know how everything’s 
Kleenex or everything’s Xerox. 
Well, everything’s Bigfoot,” said 
Coleman, part-time professor at 
the University of Southern Maine, 

(continued on page 18) 
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teen suicide expert and lifelong 
pursuer of the elusive. “There are 
different species,” 

In the cryptozoological world, 
which is larger than you might 
think, Coleman is an authority He 
has served as a consultant for 
"Unsolved Mysteries,” A&E’s 
“Ancient Mysteries,” Animal Plan¬ 
et’s “Tvristed Tales,” and Discovery 
Channel’s “In the Unknown.” He 
also has written several books, 
including “The Field Guide to Big- 
foot, Yeti, and Other Mystery Pri¬ 
mates Worldwide," “Creatures on 
the Outer Edge,” “Tom Slick a^ 
the Search for the Yeti,” wUch is 
slated to become a moWe starring 
Nicolas Cage, and "Mysterious 
Ameri^” which came out in 1983 
and will be revised and reprinted 
this year Before he retired, talk 
radio host Art Bell interviewed 
Coleman. 

“I’m usually the one they bring 
in to make the show down-to- 
earth,” Coleman said. “I have all of 
the flune and none of the fortune,” 
Coleman said. 

Coleman, 53, is used to being in 
the spotlight when Bigfoot sightings 
and unusual creatures are in the 


news. Since he was a teen ager in 
Illinois, he has been the one people 
turn to when they need an expert in 
the field. At 14, he was correspon¬ 
ding with 400 people worldwide on 
the subject Now he receives hun¬ 
dreds of e-mails every week. 

And it all started with a movie 
about the abominable snowman that 
caught his attention when he was 12. 

“I went to my teachers and they 
said it was a bunch of malarkey” 
Coleman said. But he didn’t buy it 
So he started reading everything he 
could about Yeti searches, Sasquatch 
sightings and the like. He wrote arti¬ 
cles and did held research, inter¬ 
viewing witnesses, and investigating 
the evidence: footprints, hair sam¬ 
ples, scratches, tooth marks, scat, 
audio tapes of screeches, vidm and 
photographs. 

Since his subject of choice 
wasn’t exactly mainstream, Cole¬ 
man tailored his college courses to 
his own liking. He holds bachelor’s 
degrees in zoology and anthropolo¬ 
gy fitim Southern Illinois Universi¬ 
ty at Carbondale, a master's degree 
in social work firom Simmons Col¬ 
lege in Boston and has done post¬ 
graduate work in sociology and 
anthropology at Brandeis Universi¬ 
ty and the University of New 
Hampshire. After vacationing in 
Rai^eley in the s umm er of 1980, he 
decided to move to Maine. 

He’s a smart man. Educated. 


Well-respected in the professional 
community A Little League coach 
and devot^ father of two boys. An 
adviser on teen suicide prevention 
and adoption. A professor. 

“I’m just a regular guy” he said. 

A regular guy who travels to 
Loch Ness, Scotland, in the sum¬ 
mers to research “Nessie.” Who 
camps out in Quebec and the Pacif¬ 
ic Northwest listening for Bigfoot 
and interviewing witnesses. 

It sounds bizs^, even improba¬ 
ble. Especially for someone so, weU, 
normai But Coleman tackles it like 
an investigative reporter And he 
wants to get the scoop. 

“Pm more the guy who talked to 
the people who did the work,” he 
said. “It’s not my goal to be a wit¬ 
ness so much as to document the 
evidenca” 

Like an investigative reporter he 
chooses his sources carefully 

“Until I have a hair sample or 
footprint or twisted branch. I’m 
really kind of skeptical,” he said. 
“Twenty percent have some kernel 
of interest as far as cryptozoology 
[goes]. Eighty percent are mistato 
and a few are hoaxes.” 

This is where Us social work 
training conies into play He doesn’t 
just interview a witness. He talks to 
the witness’ spouse, boss, co-workers 
and fi-lends to get a read on the per¬ 
son’s state (rf nUnd and general valid¬ 
ity 


“When I interview witnesses, 1 
have to evaluate their credibility” 
Coleman said. “You have to put 
yourself in these people’s shoes — 
how they’re feeling.” 

Regardless of how compelling 
the evidence is, the cryptozoologist 
can’t get too far without a corpse or 
a skeleton of said unidentified 
creature. And corpses are bard to 
come by 

Some would say that is because 
these creatures, or “cryptids” as 
they are called, don’t exist But 
Coleman attributes it to the crea¬ 
tures’ locales — lake bottoms, deep 
forest rarely traversed mountains 
— and noctiumal schedules. It’s not 
that they aren’t there, he says, it’s 
that we don’t see them. 

“They still are unknowns until 
we catch them,” he said. “New ani¬ 
mals are being discovered all the 
time.” 

The mountain gorilla, long sto¬ 
ried before corpses were produced, 
could’ve been the Bigfoot of Africa. 

Among the as yet Udden crea¬ 
tures, the “orang-pendek,” wit¬ 
nessed in Sumatra, is the closest to 
discovery, Coleman writes in his 
field guide. 

Whiie Bigfoot may not be tramp¬ 
ing arotmd in his own back yard, 
Coleman still has a little to work 
with here in Maine. 

Mark Latti of the Department of 
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife says 


his ofBce gets “quite a few” callers 
reporting unfamiliar animals. 

“Most are mountain lion and 
wolf sightings,” Latti said. “We’ve 
never been able to confirm a moun¬ 
tain lion sighting. We’ve found evi¬ 
dence of big cats, whether it’s a 
mountain lion or who knows what 
elM, or an extra-large bobcat” 

And the wolf sightings usually 
turn out to be wolf hybrid dogs. 

"We have yet to find a truly wild 
wolf in Mciine,” Latti said. 

So it’s not a hotbed of cryptozoo¬ 
logical activity but Coleman has 
plans to create a museum in Port¬ 
land in the next few years, to show¬ 
case his vast collection of related 
artifacts. 

Among his treasures are ^ant 
plaster casts of Bigfoot footprints, 
an encased hair sample, toys and 
promotional products that feature 
the abominable snowman, Hal¬ 
loween masks and plaster skuU 
casts. 

Soon, he will have a place to 
show the collection he’s amassed 
over 40 years. He also hop^ he can 
provide fending for aspiring cryp¬ 
tozoologists’ Held studies. 

“Cryptozoology comes from a 
real passion place. It’s someth^ I 
keep focusing on and dealing with,” 
he said “Maybe it won’t be there 
for me, but I want to create an insti¬ 
tution so people can spend all their 
time [pursuing] cryptozoology” 


i tm Spouts Ethic 


di Is Bigfoot really 

< out there (here) 

I 

CC BYMATTLOVE 
O Far fee H wdilghl-HefaJd 



Pan one of a two-part series 

A few years ago when 1 first 
moved to the county, my wife and I 
aoended a fashionable dinner in a 
beach-fiont Neskowin home. We 
were served 
great food, 
great wine and 
excellent single 
malt Scotch. 
Fine Northwest 
art adorned the 
walls and we 
felt warmed by 
a fire that took 
the chill off a 
’rainy winter night. The conversa¬ 
tion that evening matched the bril¬ 
liance of the fare and ambiance. In 
other words, no one spoke of pro¬ 
fessional sports or stock specula¬ 
tion. Finally, there was a segue to 
local folklore and a man told a per¬ 
sonal story about hiking up around 
Mt. Hebo years ago. He heard a 
shrill animal noise, unlike any other 
he had experienced, and he knew 
for certain it must be the call 
of...Sasquatch. 

I nearly dropped a decanter brim¬ 
ming with Scotch and asked him in 
half shock and half condescension: 
"Bigfoot! You don’t really think it 
exists? It’s a complete hoax!” 

Everyone looked at me, including 
my wife. 1 was the only unbeliever 
in a room of highly educated people 
and became the pariah at the patty. 

Usually 1 am a skeptic, practical¬ 
ly an agnostic on divine or super- 
namral matters. Yet in the case of 
Bigfoot, recently 1 have reevaluated 
my long-standing doubt. Just 
maybe....he...or she...or iL..is out 
there, roaming, hiding, evading, 
infrequently glimpsed, sometimes 
heard, never captured, a myth, a 


legend that some want debunked as 
a prank. Others seek Sasquatch for 
the sake of science or to shoot and 
stuff it for a museum. And-there ate 
those who want the story of 
Saiquatch to remain a mystery. 


unproved, allowing all of us the 
right to reserve final judgment 
about Bigfoot's existence to our 
imaginations or chance encounters 
in the forests of the Pacific 
Northwest. These people ask: In the 
Information Age, human genome 
project and Ken Starr era, does 
everything have to be known? Can’t 
there be a little magic left in the 
world? 

In my youth in the ’705, growing 
up in the Pacific Northwest, I often 
thought about Sasquatch. It was big 
news back then: books, documen¬ 
taries, conventions, the famous 
Patterson film, scholarly articles, 
the new field of Cryptozoology 
(study of ancient creatures that 
might exist today) hokey movies, 
high profile, expensive expeditions, 
experts and dozens of sightings by 
credible sources. I'he Skamania 
County Commission in Washington 
made international headlines when 
it passed an ordinance protecting 
Bigfoot and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service was petitioned to 
consider listing Sasquatch as an 


endangered species. 1 even had a 
grade school teacher who taught a 
unit on Bigfoot 
And then the lunatics surfaced, 
claming Bigfoot hailed from outer 
space and impregnated human 


females. The tabloids took over. 

The ’SOs arrived and folk and pop 
cultures changed. A few diehards 
kept the research going, but the 
effort was snictly on the fringe. 

That is, until the last few years. 
(Juietly. without the hype from the 
‘VOs heyday, sightings around the 
Northwest picked up and the World 
Wide Web helped connect people 
who believed in Bigfoot or wanted 
to report a contact. Furthermore, a 
few reputable writers reopened the 
case of Sasquatch and published 
books with a theme that suggested: 
it is possible. 

But none of these new sightings 
or new books opened my mind. I 
had read too many articles about 
hoaxers from 20-30 years ago now 
being exposed or coming forward to 
confess making the footprints just 
for the hell of it. There was also a 
news item how the famous 
Patterson Bigfoot film, the hand 
held, jumpy, 16 mm Holy Grail of 
Sasquatch believers had been digi¬ 
tally enhanced and upon inspection, 
zippers detected on the “body” of 



The author begins his hunt for bigfoot In Tillamook County. 


the Bigfoot walking away from the 
camera. 

Luckily for the planet, though, 
people and ideas do change. I start¬ 
ed to reexamine my opinion of 
Sasquatch this summer after reading 
the account of a psychologist who 
allegedly encountered the beast near 
the Oregon Caves in early July 
while hiking with his family. He 
immediately reported the incident to 
a ranger in the area, an investigation 
ensued, and he provided a dramatic 
narrative of the experience on the 
Bigfoot Field Researchers 
Organization website 
(www.bfio.net/indexJitm). There he 
wrote passionately, “I swear to God 
I saw it. I’m not lying.” 

Later, a story came out about a 
summer science camp for kids that 
based its curriculum on searching 
for Bigfoot. Something cynical in 
me began to erode. My subtle trans¬ 
formation made me reconsider my 
refusal to believe in even the possi¬ 
bility of Bigfoot. 

Is there something really out 
there? Maybe even in Tillamook 
County? 


iA monster 
f fight is on 

o m by MATT ADAMS 

A WHITE witch and a Swedish scientist are going head to 
chf head in a battle over the Loch Ness Monster. 

CM Kevin Carlyon. a High Priest In the British Coven of 
£ White Witches, is planning to sail out on to the loch and 
u cast a spell on the creature to the sound of bagpipes. 

^ Meanwhile. Jan Sunberg, of the Global Underwater 
2 Search Team, hopes to trap the monster using a huge 
snare and take samples of 
* its DNA before releasing it. 

TJ The pair are set to arrive 
c at the Highland loch within 
S days of each other at the 
® end of April for a show- 
£ down. 

Kevin, of Hastings. East 
(£ Sussex, warned yesterd^ 

O that he mi^t sabotage the 
"O rival scientific mission, 
c The witch, who recently 
9 broke his leg after tripping 
over his pet black cat. 
f£ insisted: “We plan to cast a 
^ spell on Nessie that will 
^ prevent her from ever 
C/) being caught. 

^ “If Jan turns up. we may 
j have to put a spell on him, 

— too. It will be a battle of the 
g broomsticks.” MAGIC TARGET: Nessie 
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CM* Bu — II /Dispatch 


Bigfoot researcher Don Keating was once within 35 feet of what he believes was the legendary Bigfoot. 

Outdoors 


Bigfoot is no tall tale 
to true believers in Ohio 


■ Saaquatch sighting 
have bean reported as 
dose as Gahanna and 
Delaware County. 


By Dbv Oolowurt d 

For the Dispatch 

On a September night of a wither¬ 
ing Ohio summer, the shuffling 
sound of movement drew Don Keat¬ 
ing's attention to a frightfully tall, 
presence striding on two legs. 

“It was about 10 in the evening. 
Something came down the hillside,” 
Keating said. 

He watched the hair-covered bi¬ 
ped make its way through a field to¬ 
ward a nearby chicken coop. As it 
walked, Keating noticed that the 
towering creature dwarfed the 4- 
foot-tall goldenrod being flattened as 
it passed 

“It was light in color, which I 
could see in the available moon¬ 
light,” Keating said “I estimate it 
was about 8 or 9 feet tall. It walked 
very fluidly.” 

The creature stopped, paused, 
then retreated from Keating’s view at 
a more urgent pace than it arrived. 
The encounter almost 16 years ago 
took 15 ^llbinding seconds. 

“I h^ a 35-millimeter camera 
around my neck with the flash turned 
cm,” he sakL “I was so astounded I never 
to take a picture. ” 

Nevertheless, the vision that oc¬ 
curred in 1986 about 4 miles south of 
his native Newcomerstown is indeli¬ 
bly imprinted in Keatmg’s memory. 
Shortly afterward, he and three com¬ 
panions, who all came that night 
icx>king for the same strange thii\g, 
measured the distance from where 
Keating stood watch to where the 
creature made its farthest advance 
toward the snoozing, unsuspecting 
chickens and one haunted humaa 

“At its closest, I was about 35 feet 
away,” Keating said 

Because of their separated stake¬ 
out positions, none of his three com¬ 
panions saw Bigfoot that night In¬ 
credibly, Keating said he might have 
spotted another in the same general 
area of east-central Ohio. 

“A couple of years after that we 
did see something walk up a hill,” he 
said. “It was moving pret^ fast It 
wasn't nearly as gocxi a look.” 

Though that first encounter con¬ 
vinced him a powerful ape-human 
creature known as Bigfoot walks the 
Ohio countryside, Keating has been 
trying to get a conclusive handle 
ever since. He hasn’t confined him¬ 
self to the wooded, hilly areas of 
Tuscarawas, Guernsey and Coshoc¬ 
ton counties, where many sightings 


BIGFOOT CONFERENCE 

Parsons Interested In finding out 
more about the search for Bigfoot In 
Ohio and elsewhere can attend the 
13th annual Bigfoot Conference, which 
begins at 4 p.m. Saturday at 
Newcomerstown Middle School In 
Tuscarawas County on Rt 36 near 
1-77. 

The conference, which is the oldest 
In North America and annually draws 
from ISO to 250 Bigfoot buffs. Is free 
and open to the public. This year's 
speakers include: Loren Coleman, an 
expert on the Eastern Bigfoot: Eric 
Altman, director of the Pennsylvania Bigfoot Society; Bob Chance, who has 
studied the Appalachian and ClMsapeake-Susquehanna sightings; Keith 
Foster, an agricultural agent from Kansas who has made extensive studies of 
the Colorado Bigfoot; and Don KaatkKi, host of the conference and founder of 
the Eastern Ohio Bigfoot Investigation Center. 

Details and contact hiformaHon can be found at 
www.angelfiie.com/oh/yeti1/index.html 

— Dave BalowensU 
oatdooi«0dlstMlch.com 



have occurred over the years and 
about which he wrote a book enti¬ 
tled The Sasquatch Triangle. 

As chairman, founder and chief 
researcher of the Tri-State Bigfoot 
Study Group, Keating investigates 
sightings all over the state. And they 
happen almost everywhere, a few 
close to dties. 

For example, an enormous, ran¬ 
cid-smelling creature was spotted in 
Gahanna only last Sept e mber. Dela- 
ware County has had its share of 
sightiitgs. And the following is an 
April 2000 encounter from Sandusky 
reported on an Internet-sightings li^ 
by a teen-age camper 

“1 turned to see a humanoid-look¬ 
ing creature with dark brown hair 
except his chest, which was ripped 
with muscles. His eyes were black as 
night... I saw him cock Ws head to 
the left and grin as if he was amused 
by us. Then he walked slowly the 
other way .” 

Keating keeps his own skeptical 
distance from most reported en¬ 
counters with a creature, also known 
as sasquatch and the skunk tq)e, that 
no scientist has ever proved exists 
and many people relegate to the 
mythological toy box. 

A serious amateur researcher 
since 1984, Keating himself refers to 
each sighting as “alleged" — includ¬ 
ing the three this year — and wiil 
continue to do so unless overwhelm¬ 
ing evidence comes with it 

“I have no doubt at all that most 
people who report sightings have 
seen something,” he said. “But what 
they’ve seen might’ve been a bush 
blowing in the wind at dusk.” 

Occasionally, a sighting will leave 


17-inch tracks — it is named Bigfoot, 
after all. Tracks can be faked, of 
course. However, Keating said re¬ 
searchers have learned to look for 
certain characteristics of a genuine 
imprint that most hoaxers wouldn’t 
know to counterfeit But even casts 
and footprints aren’t definitive. 

“As far as conclusive physical evi¬ 
dence, that would be a substantial 
part of or an entire corpse,” Keating 
said. “Another good piece of evi¬ 
dence would be a film or videotape 
showing a creature doiitg something 
that no human could do.” 

The idea of giants walking the 
earth is at least as old as Genesis, 
and various wild man myths have 
cluitg to European and other civiliza¬ 
tions. Althou^ even Daniel Boone is 
said to have heard and repeated wild 
man tales, the contemporary sas¬ 
quatch saga in the Americas is best 
known to have grown iBLthe vast 
tracts of evergreen forests in the 
Northwest as part Indian legend and 
part pioneer lore. 

Ohio, though, seems an unlikely 
home for an animal that would have 
to forage constantly to maintain its 
huge bulk and yet apparently is cun¬ 
ning enough to leave little or no 
trace of its food gathering nor of its 
subsequent waste productioa 

Meanwhile, that hungry creature 
must avoid speeding SUVs and dogs 
every day of the year, and hunters 
for about half of the year. As far as 
Keating is concerned, though, the 
state has enough room for all those 
contingencies. 

“People might thirdt I’m crazy, but 
you’ve got to look at 41,000 square 
miles in Ohio and the large forest 


that’s out there." he said. 

Still, as Joe Louis might have in¬ 
toned, Bi^oot can run, but it can’t 
hide. Can it? That would be especial¬ 
ly true during the deer-gun season, 
when about 500,000 hunters take to 
the woods for a week when trees are 
bare and humaits can see long dis¬ 
tances from hilltops and ridges. 

Keating acknowledged he’s not 
sure what stealthy magic Bigfoot 
performs. He said hunters do see the 
creature, though most won’t talk 
about it Some have told him stories 
of watching a large, apelike creature 
walk right under their deer stands. 
Some who have confided in Keating 
haven’t told their own hunting pals. 

“If they do see something, they’re 
not likely to say much,” Keating said. 
“Imagine if they tell their buddies 
they saw Bigfoot The reaction their 
buddies would have is, ’Well, you’re 
not going hunting with us next year.’ 

“A lot of pwple are reluctant be¬ 
cause of the ridicule factor. I know 
people who’ve had a sighting and 
were reluctant to talk about it to 
their own family. Sometimes a year 
will pass before they tell somebody.” 

% then, any trail gets pretty cold. 

oatdoors@di8pateh.com 


I Feared skeleton 
^ turns out to be dog 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua — A 
o team of university scientists 
^ has ruled that a mysterious 
g skeleton recovered in northern 
« Nicaragua is that of an ordinary 
u> dog rather than the feared and 
fabled chupacabras, a sort of 
S' Latin American cross between 
the Abominable Snowman and 
j Count Dracula, which is said to 
u. suck the blood out of livestock. 

Discovery of the bones this 
^ week set off an uproar that had 
n one Nicaraguan churchman 
c warning that the end of the 
S world was at hand, while jour- 
^ nalists called from as far away 

* as Australia in frantic search of 
o details. 

But biologists and zoologists 
</) from the National Autonomous 
S University of Nicaragua cam- 
z pus in Leon who examined the 
> skeleton said it was not a cross 
^ between a wolf and a crocodile, 
Q as some local agricultural offi- 
< cials had described it, but sim- 
9 ply a dog. 

O “It’s a dog, without any room 
jjJ for doubt,” said Edmundo 
. Torres, an UNAN vice rector. 
5 “It’s an ordinary female dog. All 

* our investigations didn’t show 
any anomaly. It’s a dog.” 

His explanation didn’t sit 
well with Jose Luis ’Rdavera, 
the farmer who claims to have 
shot the beast and could now 
lose his international notoriety 
as a Chupacabras Slayer. 


Reports of Bigfoot 
o sightings sought 

” The Southern Oregon Bigfoot 
Society will meet at the Black For¬ 
ce -g est Family Restaurant from 6 to 9 
Sy Ji p.m. today. 

§ S The topic will be sharing past 
O ' and recent Bigfoot encounters, 
<■5 cc Bigfoot education and planning 
> O future expeditions. 

5 « For more information, call 
o S Matthew Johnson at 659-3176. 

“■ The society meets on the first, 
2 third and fifth Friday of every 
a month to learn more about Big- 
u foot, collect information about 
past sightings in the local area, 
and to plan future research. 
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Crafty Bigfoot eludes 
columnist 

BY MATT LOVE 

For the Headlight-Herald 


‘7 knew something wasn’t right. 
It had big hair and long arms. It 
didn't act human-like at all. / 
couldn ’ t make out a face. Just eye 
sockets. / wondered what it was 
wearing winter clothes for when it 
was 90 degrees outside. They were 
not clothes. It 
had reddish- 
blonde like hair 
and was about 
six feet tall. I 
have huntea and 
fished up at 
Lee's Camp for 
years and have 
never seen any¬ 
thing like it. 

After we got 
home that night we talked a^ut 
more, leaving us with a strange 
feeling. We know what it was now — 
a female BIGFOOT! ’ 

This all went down on the Wilson 


River, just south of Lee’s Camp, 
near Ben Smith Road. It was a hot 
afternoon in August two years ago 
and a couple, Kurt and Shawn, had 
just packed up camp. They hiked to 
the water to cool off when Kurt 
spotted, “Something down river 
about 45-50 yards swaying back 
and forth with its head down the 
whole time.” 

The encounter continued for 
nearly an hour (considered a record 
for a Bigfoot sightings) and the 
entire narrative can be read on the 
Bigfoot Field Researchers 
Organization’s (BFRO) website, a 
gold mine for information about 
everything that is Bigfoot in the 
world, (www.bfro.net/index.htm) 

Later, after Kurt and Shawn post¬ 
ed their account, an investigator 
from BFRO interviewed them and 
visited the scene. The complete 
analysis and conclusions from the 
investigator can also be read on the 
website but one excerpt is worth 
quoting here: “I think the Sasquatch 
was juvenile and inexperienced and 
wanted to get an eyeful of those 
near naked dwarves.” 

This 1998 incident isn’t the only 
alleged Bigfoot contact in 


Tillamook County detailed on 
BFRO's website. 

Recently, a man who claims he 
heard a Sasquatch in the morning 
breathing outside his tent and tear¬ 
ing through brush near the Jones 
Creek Campground back in 1979, 
updated his fascinating story. 
Reading his account, it Is clear that 
even two decades later, the episode 
perplexes him. “Fve spent much of 
the last 20 years trying to come up 
with an explanation for what we 
heard. I have none other than a 
Sasquatch.” he wrote. 

Also in the late 70s, a Seaside 
man made local headlines when he 
reported seeing a Bigfoot cross 
Highway 101 in the early morning 
near Neahkahnie Mountain. 

According to several residents, 
Bigfoot has been seen and neard in 
south county too. in the rugged 
Mount Hebo area of the Siuslaw 
National Forest. One notable sight¬ 
ing there occurred in the mid 90s 
and actually launched an investiga¬ 
tion by federal officials. 

From one end of the county to the 
other, Bigfoot has been detected. 
Can all these disparate sightings 
from disparate sources over t!ie last 


20 years (and there may be earlier 
stories) be a collective hoax or the 
product of unstable minds? In talk¬ 
ing to many local people, including 
foresters, biologists and woodsmen 
who have spent considerable time in 
the field, the answer is, “No." Many 
of them believe Bigfoot is real, 
including Clyde Zeller, a recreation 
supervisor for the Tillamook State 
Forest, who remembers as a kid at 
the family cabin in Skamania 
County hearing something scream 
that he suspects was Bigfoot. AikI 
there is Eric Nelson, a biologist and 
Assistant Refuge Manager for the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service, who 
doesn't automatically rule out that 
Bigfoot has evaded capture all these 
centuries. Eric also says that if he 
received a call in an official capacity 
from someone who claimed to have 
seen Bigfoot. he would gladly give 
up a day off to investigate. 

Over and over I kept hearing or 
reading: “It is possible.” Still my 
doubts lingered. 

It was time to investigate. 

Over the course of the la.st three 
weeks, in the name of science and 
journalistic credibility (and because 
I am unemployed) I visited all the 


places in the county discovered in 
my research where Bigfoot has 
been witnessed. Armed with a 
micro-cassette recorder, two cam¬ 
eras. binoculars, forceps (for scat 
samples), a tracking dog, several 
knives, a Swedish brush ax, wine 
and other essential supplies, 1 have 
camped, hiked and sat in the woods 
in hopes of documenting the exis¬ 
tence of Sasquatch. 

I can report that nothing hap¬ 
pened except that I had a very good 
time in the woods. 

I had many moments to ponder 
the legend of Sasquatch on my mis¬ 
sion. It makes for stimulating inter¬ 
nal debate on matters of science and 
humanity. In the end, I am not con¬ 
vinced that Bigfoot exists but I also 
cannot be certain that it does not. 
We may never know. For a writer, 
that might be a blessing. It is a good 
thing to iis if the stories continue. 

To report a Bigfoot sighting call 
I -800-Bigfoot or go to BFRO’s 
website and fill out an online form. 
If you have a Tillamook County 
Bigfoot story and want to go on the 
record, please e mail the narrative 
at bobcatsports@excite.com 



I In Arundel Creature Feature, the Bear Facts 

(/) 


Anita Husun 
.. IFashin^on Post Staff Writer 
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^ It loomed 12 feet tall, and left 15- 
to 20-inch tracks, according to re- 
o ports in recent days of a mysterious 
^ creature seen roaming around a 
. construction site in northern Anne 
Arundel County. 

In the bright light of day, how- 
3 ever, the strange beast was some- 
^ how less large and ominous. 

' It was, in all likelihood, a bear 
O that stood no more than about six 
^ feet on its hind legs, according to 
c Maryland wildlife officials, who 
o yesterday inspected a track left on 
9 a knoll withffi the Arundel Mills 
.E mall site. 

■§ ‘The track was several days old 
A and degraded, but it was consistent 
> with the size of a mature black 
^ bear," said Clifton Horton, a biolo- 
(/) gist for the Maryland Department 
O of Natural Resources. 

Horton was called to the site yes¬ 
terday to check out a print found 


by a county police officer early 
Monday after two construction 
workers reported seeing a large 
creature running on two feet about 
3 a.m. Monday. They didn’t get a 
good look. 

Yesterday, the site drew hordes 
of television cameras and curious 
onlookers, including one man who 
claimed to be an expert on "Sas¬ 
quatch,* also known as Big Foot 

This one was actually more like a 
“petite foot’ according to Horton. 
The print found was 3 inches wide 
and 6^ inches long. 

Officials believe the bear could 
be the mother of a year-old cub that 
was struck and killed in June by a 
motorist on the Baltimore-Wash- 
ington Parkway, about a mile north 
of the mall site. 

“The man who struck the cub 
thought he saw two bears, and 
since male bears don’t travel to¬ 
gether. we’re thinking this ntight 
be the mother," said Susan 
O'Brien, a Natural Resources 


g Dung Rains on Sevier County Home, 

” Leaving Health Officials Mystified 

in 

^ Thursday, March 15, 2001 

u Dlme-sUed dollops of dung rained from the sky over 
n Sevier County this week, spattering a home and 
S leaving health officials knee-deep in befuddlement 
• over its origin. 

t- The mess dropped Monday over a home on the 
^ outskirts of Richfield, covering two sides of the house 
> and showering over the back yard and a hot tub, 

5 which was covered. The homeowners were gone at the 
time, and discovered the mess just before 6 p.m. By 
S then the spots appeared to be at ieast three hours old. 

" Health officials tested the splotches and found 

conform bacteria, including E coll, verifying the mess 
a was fecal matter from an unknown source. The 
homeowner was advised to wash the mess 
uT away with disinfectant. 

z "It could be very risky. Feces can carry viruses and 
o) other things that cause serious health problems," said 
^ Guy Dansie, environmental scientist with the Central 
H- Utah Public Health Department. 

No one can say for sure where the mess originated. 
When similar gooey globs hit homes in Salt Lake 
County in spring 1999, homeowners blamed aircraft 
for dumping septic tanks in flight. But the mess was 
devoid of tell-tale blue chemicals used in 
jetliner toilets, and officials from the Federal Aviation 
Administration maintain that aircraft do not have the 
ability to void their tanks while flying. 

Monday's muck appeared to have come straight down 
from the sky, Dansie said. 

"There was a spatter mark every three or four inches. 
It was quite a mess." — Kevin Cantera 
© Copyright 2001, The Salt Lake Tribune 


spokeswoman. 

The state’s top bear biologist 
will review the case to determine 
whether the bear should be cap¬ 
tured and relocated, officials said. 


The dOftacre site in Hanover, 
where Arundel Mills mall is under 
construction, is heavily wooded 
but surrounded by several major 
roads. 


O 


Vic’s theory 
on eerie in 
TV spotiight 

A MAN who has come up with a scientific 
explanation for spooky atmospheres is to 
explain his theories on television. 

Vic Tandy, an experimental officer at Coventry 
University, is to appear on the BBC 2 programme 
Midlands Report tonight, fri>m 7.30 pm to 8 pm. 

He believes that people who feel “presences” in buildings 
may simply be reacting to inirasoiind. This is very low 
frequency sound which is inaudible to humans. Research 
shows a small percentage of the population is sensitive 
to inirasound. What they think is a ghostly presence is 
merely their body reacting to the infrasound. 

Mr Tandy did some of his research in the cellar under 
Coventry Tourist 



NO GHOST: Vic Tandy 


Information Ontre, 
in Bayley Lane, 
city centre, which 
features in the 
programme. 

Some visitors said 


By LUCY 
WILSON 


sibly a central heat¬ 
ing system, is mak¬ 
ing low frequency 
sound which is 
they felt a ghostly resonating in the 
presence there. Mr corridor leading to 


Tandy measured 
high levels of infra- 
sound in the corri¬ 
dor leading to the 
cellar which con¬ 
firmed his theory. 

Organ 

He has demon- 


the cellar.” 

Mr Tandy also 
illustrates his theory 
by showing how a 
glass resonates in 
response to sound of 
a certain frequency’. 
The programme 
looks at a ranse of 
supernatural hap- 
strated the theory penings aerc^s the 
using a pipe organ Midlands in the 
at Birmingham light of Mr Tandy’s 
L^niversitv. theory. 

“I explain that the These include 
corridor to the cellar ghostly sighs and 
is like a big organ strange noises in 
pipe. The organ Belgrave. Leicester- 
makes lowfi^uency shire, hauntings at 
■<ound which reson- Tamworth Castle 
iites. Some sort of and a poltergeist m 
i‘nerg\' .sinurce. pos- Warwickshire. 
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